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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



TO THE CHRISTIAN READER. 

The Synod, in the execution of the following 
work, bavo only exercised a right which they 
think every association, or body of christians are 
entitled to by the great head of the church, as 
well as by the laws of the land. If the reader 
wishes to know the occurrences that gave rise 
to this state of things, be is referred to the Cir- 
cnlar letter of the late Cumberland Presbytery; 
, to a Series of Letters, commonly called a "i?g}/y" 
^ to arPastoral letter of West-Tennessee Presby- 
tery; and to the third edition of Buck's Theolo- 
gical Dictionary, printed in Philadelphia, under 
the letter P. It will be seen that the Synod 
have followed the plan of the Westminster Di* 
Tines in their Confession, Shorter Catechism,* 
and Directory. In the Discipline they have ne- 
cessarily made some considerable alterations: 
not in the general plan of Church government, 
(which they deem the best extant) but in lltera- 
; ry qualifications, &c. 

\ With respect to the Confession, it will be seen 
' the Synod have adopted many whole chapters of 
the old almost verbatim: In others they have re- 
tained part and expunged part, sometimes add- 
' ing a section, or a part of a section, to make the 
sense more full and more compatible with their 
ideas of the gospel, ~ They have endeavored to 

Note. — The larger catechism is n^X otkvW^^ 
because the synod nave any mote excQ^\)\oii% X^Nx 
thanjq other parts of that book. 
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an admirable work, especi; 
shortly after Roman supers 
almost covered the whole 
Synod feel the greatest v 
pilers of that work; yet t 
estimable men, that^'all S; 
err, and may have erred;'' 
it not presumptuous, nor a 
they think right, and exp 
erroneous from any human 
to this principle they wis( 
mined; that is, let it be trii 
fessions, but by the infalli 
it speak not according to 1 
jected; but if it do, let it i 
eause it does not agree wit 
The Synod have been p] 
do good in presenting this 
ciplme to the churches un 
the world. If it should be 
of promoting the Kingdon 
will meet the highest obj< 
view. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH. 



CHAPTER L 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

ALTHOUGH the light of nature, and 
the works of creation and providence, do so 
far manifest the goodness, wisdom and pow- 
er of God, as^ to leave men inexcusable;a yet 
in order to reveal himself and a knowledge 
of his will more clearly, and the medium 
through which he is to be worshipped, it 
pleased the Lord at sundry times, in divers 
manners, to reveal himself, and to declare 
his will unto his Church; h and afterwards' 
for the better preserving of the truth, and 
for tiie more sure establishment and comfort 
of the Church against the corruption of the 
flesh, and the malice of Satan and the world 
to commit the same wholly unto writing;c 
which maketh the whole scriptures to be 

aRoman8 2:14, 15. Rom. 1:\9, Si(i, "^VW. W. 
U 2. See Rom. 1, 32, with Rom, 'iAV'W^Xi. V. 
1. cLuke 1:3,4. Rom. 15:4. lsa\i\x^-A^, 



(wtiicti IS to grve all g] 
discovery it makes of tb 
salvation, the many oth* 
cellencies, and the entir 
are arguments whereby it 
idence itself to be the wi 
withstanding, our full p 
ranee of the infallible ti 
thority thereof, is from 
the holy spirit, bearing y 
the word in our hearts./* 
VI. The whoJe couns 
iiig all things necessary 
man's salvation, ikith an 
]>res8ly set down in sci 
and necessary consequen 
from scripture: unto whi 
time is to be added, whei 
tions of th€ spirit or tradi 
vertheless,. we acknowlec 



OF FAITH. 

of God and government of the church, coi 
mon to human action and societies, whic 
are to be ordered by the light of nature an 
christian piudence, according to the genera 
rules of the word, which are always to be 
observed.0 

VII. All things in the scripture are not 
alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear un- 
to all;j9 yet those thmgs which are necessa- 
ry to be known, believed and observed, for 
salvation are so clearly propounded and 
opened in some place of scripture or other, 
that not only the learned, but the unlearned, 
in a due use of the ordinary means, may at- 
tain unto a cient understanding of them.^ 

VIII. The Old Testament in Hebrew, 

(which was the native language of the people 

of God of old) and the New Testament in 

Greek, (which at the time of the writing of 

it was roost generally known to the nations) 

being immediately inspired by God, and by 

lis singular care and providence, kept pure 

1 all ages, are therefore authentical;r so as 

I all controversies of religion the church is 

lally to appeal unto ihem;8 but because 

3se original tongues are not known to all 

\ people of God, who have right unto and 

vresi in thejscriptures and are commanded 

he fear of God, to read and search them;^ 

«fore they are translated into the vulgar 

uage of every nation unto which they 

Cor. U:13, 14. 1 Cor. \\rSL^^ 4!^- NW- 
^t.3:16. ^Psal. 119:105 vet, V^li. N\W 
5:18. slaai. 8:20. Acta \&-A5. loVssi^A^ 
:3ff. J* 



*^... X no iiiiaiiibie ru 
scripture is the scripture 
when there is a questio 
full sense of any scriptui 
nifold, but one) it ma 
known by other p1ac( 
clearly.y 

X The Supreme Judg 
troversies of religion an 
and all decrees of coun 
cient writers, doctrines < 
spirits, are to be exam 
sentence we are to rest, 
the Holy Spirit speaking 



chapte: 
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out body, partfi/or passions,^ immutable, 
A immense,! eternal, ib incomprehensible,/ 
alinighty,f» most wise,n most boly,o most 
free,/! most absolute,^ working all things 
according to the counsel of his own immuta- 
ble and most righteous wiil,r for his own 
giory,« most loving,^ gracious, merciful, 
long suffering, abundant in goodness and 
tnifli, forgiving iniquity transgression and 
sin;v the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek h\m;w and withal, most just and terri- 
ble in his judgments,a? hating all siu,^ and 
wberwill by no means clear the guilty .2: 

II. God hath all life,a glory ,6 goodness,c 
blessedness,^/ in and of himself; and is alone 
in and unto himself all sufficient, not stand- 
ing in need of any creatures, which he hath 
inade,e nor deriving any glory from themj/* 
but only manifesting his own glory in, by, 
unto and upon them: he is the alone fountain 
of all being, of whom, through whom, and 
to whom are all things;^* and hath most sov- 
ereign dominion over them, to do by them, 



/Dent. 4.15, 16. Luke 24.39. gActs 14.11, 
15. A James 1.17, 1 1 Kings 8.27. Jeremiah 
83.23. 24. A; Psalms 90.2. 1 Timothy 1.17. 
/Psalm 145.3. mGen. 17.1. Rev. 4.8. nHo- 
roans 16.t7. olsaiah 6.3. Rev. 4.8. joPsalm 
115.3. gExodus 3.14. rEph. 1.11. «Prov. 
16.4. Rom. 11.36. Rev. 4.11. a John 4.8. 
«Ex. 34, 6, 7. wHeh. 11.6. arNeh. 9.33, 33. 
y Psalm 5.5, 6. 2;Nahum. 1.^,3. \\. a^CkVw^. 
96. Mete 7.2. cPsalmll9,6B. dlTvwv.^.Vb. 
Baa. 9.6. « Acts 17.24, SiS. f 3o\i Sta.'^^'^- 
^Rom, 11.36, 



He is most holy in all his cou 
works, >and in all his comma 
him is due from angels and me 
other creature, whatsoever woi 
or obedience, he is pleased t 
them.n 

III. In unity of the Godh 
three persons of one substance 
eternity; God the Father, Soi 
Ghost.o 



CHAPTER m. 

THE DECREES OF 0( 

God did by the most wise ai 
sel of his own will, determi 
bring to pass, what should be 
glory, rt 

II. God has not decreed ; 
SDCctine his creature man, coi 
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having a right to work when, i 
and on whom he pleases; That 
its device, in its plan, and in itc 
is of the Lord; and that without 
ited agency and operation of G 
not one of Adam's race, woul 
ever come to the knowledge of tl 
God is the author, as well as the 
our faitli. Therefore God as a 
may if he pleases, elect a nation, i 
to preserve his worship free fron 
many nations for a time, as Cbri: 
spread his gospel in— -individual 
and others, to answer a particul 
—Paul and others for Apostles-—! 
Calvin to promote the reformatio 
it respects the salvation of the so 
a Sovereign can only elect, or ch 
man in Christ who is the end of i 
righteousness to every one that h 
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all who have not Christ in them, would be 
such; the absardity of which will at once 
appear to every common capacity. Repro- 
bation is not what some have supposed it to 
be, viz: a sovereign determination of God t<> 
create millions of rational beings, and, for 
his own glory, damn them eternally in hell, 
without regard to moral rectitude or sin in 
the creature. This would tarnish the divine 
glory, and render the greatest, best, and 
most lovely of all beings, most odious in the 
view of all intelligences. When man sin- 
ned, he was legally reprobated, but not 
damned. God oflered, and does offer the 
law-condemned sinner mercy in the gospel; 
he having from the foundation of the world 
so far chosen mankind in Christ, as to justi- 
fy that saying in 1 Timothy, 4.10. "Who 
is the Saviour of all men, especially of them 
that believe. This is a gracious act of God's 
sovereign electing love, as extensive as the 
legal condemnation, or reprobation, in which 
all mankind are by nature. But, in a partic- 
ular and saving sense, none can be properly 
called God's elect, till they be justified and 
nnited^in Christ, ihe end of the law forrigh^ 
teousness, (none are justified from eternity,) 
as appears evident from the following passa- 
ges in God's Word: "Who shall ky any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? Who 
ia he that condemneth?" Rom. 8:38, 34. 
Now it is certain the unbeliever la cVvs^t^^ 
ble and condemned. Again, "\i \\ ^«t^^^^a^-^ 
Bible, they shall deceive ^e NCf^f ^esiC 
Matt 24:24. It is evident xYi^X «. m«a Tssa^ 
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Gospe), in refusing to submit 
ousness of God, the sinner fina 
Spirit of God to depart from 
conies doubly and eternally rej 
like the chvmisl's mineral w 
coin into pure metal, or tne 
which marred upon the whee 
creature falls into this deplon 
he was not bound by any rev« 
decree of God to do so; it is 
For God declares in his word 
ed for the whole world. Tha 
don to all — That the Spirit op 
confirming by an oath that h 
ure in the death of sinners, 
tion of the gospel either pron* 
aid by the Divine Spirit. T 
bible is grace and duty. Go 
sinner hearken diligently, ( 
proves, (grace;) sinner tun 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF CREATION. 

It pleased God the Father, Son and Holy 
OhostfO for the manifestation of the glory of 
his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness^ 
in the beginning, to create or make of no- 
thing, the world, and all things therein, whe» 
iher visible or invisible, in the space of six 
days, and all very good.c 

II. After God had made all other crea- 
tures, he created roan, male and female,(/ 
with reasonable and immortal souls,e endued 
with knowledge, righteousness, and true ho- 
liness, after his own image/ having the law 
of God written in their hearts,^: and power 
to fulfil ii;h and yet under a possibility of 
transgressing, being left to the liberty of their 
own will, which was subject unto change.! 
Besides this law written in their hearts, they 
received a command not to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil; which while 
they kept they were happy in their commu- 
nion witli God, A; and had dominion over the 
eifeatures./ 



laHeb. 1:2. John 1:2,3. Job 96:13 and 33.-4. 
bRom. 1:20. Psal. 104:24. cGen. Ist Chap. 
Col. 1:16. ILyOen. 1:27. eGen.2:7. LukeSS: 
43. Eccl. 12:7 Matt. 10:28. /Getv. \^^« 
^Rom. 2:14, 15. AEccl. 7:29. iOeii. ^*.^. ^<^\> 
7f«9. JkGeo. 2a7. See Gen. a-.ft— U*A^* IQ*^- 
li98. PsaJ. 8.6, 7, 8» 



God, the great Creator of 
uphold;a and govern all creat 
from the greatest even to the 
most wise and holy provideno 
of the glory of his wisdom, ] 
goodness, and mercy .g 

II. God, in his ordinary { 
keth use of means,A; yet is free 
and above m them at his plea 

in. The most wise, right 
ons God, doth oftentimes lea 
his own children to manifo 
and the corruption of their 
ehasttse them for their former 
er unto them the hidden strc 
tion, and deceitfulness of th 
they may be humbled,9 and 
a more close and constant • 
their support upon himself, ai 
more watchful against all ful 
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IV. As for those wicked and ungodly men 
^hom God, as a righteous judge, for for- 
ler sins, doth blind and harden,i; from them 
e not only withholdeth his grace, whereby 
ley might have been enlightened in their un- 
erstandings, and wrought upon in their 
eairtsiw but sometimes also, withdraweth 
!ie gifts which they had,a? and withal, gives 
lem over to their own lusts, the tempta- 
ons of the world, and the power of Satan;z 
thereby it comes to pass that they harden 
lemselves, even under those means which 
rod useth for softening others. a 

V. As the providence of God doth, in gen- 
ral, reach to all creatures, so, after a most 
pecial manner it taketh care of his church, 
ad disposeth all things to the good there- 
f.6 



IV. wRomans 1:^4, 26, 28, and 11:7,8. ti;Deu- 
nronomy 29:4. xMatttiew 13:12, and 25:29. 
Psalm 81:11, 12. 2 Thes. 2.10,11, 12. aEx. 
:15, 32. 2 Cor. 2:15, 16. Exodus 7:3. 1 Pe- 
T 2:7, 8. Isaiah 6:9, 10. V. (Amos 9:8,2. Ro- 
tans 8:28. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HE FALL OF MAN, SIN, AND THE PUNISH- 
MENT THEREOF. 

Our Brat parents, being ae^u^^e^ Xi'^ "^^ 
btlety and temptation ot ^^Xsxi, «:vasve^*v£v 



believe. 6 

II. By this sin they fell from 1 
al righteousness" and communion 
and so became dead in sin,(/ and v 
ed in all the faculties and parts 
body.e 

III. They b/eing the root of al 
by their sin, all were made sinnei 
same death in sin, and corrupted 
veyed to all their posterity, desc 
them by ordinary generation.^ 

IV. From this original corrup 
by we are utterly indisposed, d 
made opposite to all good, A ai 
clined to all evil,t do proceed a 
gressions./: 

V. The remains of corru 
felt by those that are regeni 
though it be througli Christ 
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mortified, yet both itself and all the motions 
thereof are truly and properly sin.m 

VI. Every sin, being a transgression of 
the righteous law of God, and contrary 
thereunto,n doth in its own nature, bring 
guilt upon the sinner,o whereby he is bound 
over to the wrath of God,jo and curse of the 
law,^ and so made subject to death, r with 
all miseries, spiritual,^ teiilporal,/ and eter- 
nal.v 



y. mRomans 7th Chapter. VI. n 1 John 3. 
4. o Romans 3.19. /lEphesians 2.3. ^Gala- 
tians 3.10. r Romans 6.23. sfiphesians 4.18. 
/ Lamentations 3.39. vMatthew 25.41. 2The8« 
salon ians 1.9. 



CHAPTER VII. 

OOD*S COVENANT WITH HAN. 

The distance between God and the crea- 
ture is so great, that although reasonable 
ereatnires do owe obedience unto him as their 
Creator, yet they eould never have any fra- 
ition of him, as their blessedness and reward, 
but by some voluntary condescension on 
Qod*M part, which hfi had been pleased to ex- 
press ^ way of coven^nt.^ 

IJ. The first covenant made with man was 
a covenant of works,^ wherein life was 
f fomued to Adam, and in him to his ^o«W£tv 

J. m Job 9.39,13/ Psalm W^A^ ^- ^- ^^^ 
isiJoM X19. Hoeea 6.7. G«iieevft ^A^^ V^ * 
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freely ofiereth unto sinners life 
by Jesus Christ, requiring of 
him that they may be saved/ 

IV. This covenant of grace 
set forth in scripture by the nai 
ment, in reference to the death of 
the testator, and to the everl 
tance, with all things belonging 
bequeathed.^ 

V. This covenant was diffei 
istered in the time of the lav 
time of the gospel ;t under th 
administered by promises, pro 
fices, circumcision, the pasc: 
other types and ordinances de 
people of the Jews, all fore-sig 
to come,k which were for 3: 
cient and efficacious, through 
of the Spirit, to instruct and 
elect in faith in the promised 



or FAITH. 23 

hoin they had full remission of sins, and 
emal salvation: and is called the Old Tes- 
taenUm 

VI. Under the gospel, when Christ the 
ib8tance,n was exhibited, the ordinances 
I which this covenant is dispensed, are the 
reaching of the word, and administrations 
f the sacraments of baptism and of the 
ord's supper;o which though fewer in num- 
ST, and administered with more simplicity, 
id less outward glory, yet in them it is held 
rth in more fullness, evidence, and spiritual 
ficacy,|i to all nations, both Jews and Gen- 
.es;^ and is called the New Testamentr 
here are not, therefore, two covenants of 
906, differing in substance, but one and the 
me under various dispensations.^ ^ 

y. TiiGktlatians 3.7, 8, 9, 14. VL nColIossi- 
IS S.17. o Matthew 28.19. 1 Corinthians 11. 
I, 24, 25. 2 Cor. 3.7, 8,9,10, 11. oHe- 
ews 12.22,tothe28. ^Matthew 28,19.. Ephe- 
IDS 2.15, 16, 17, 18, 19. rLuke 22.20. He- 
Bws 8.7, 8, 9. «Galatian8 3.14, 16. Acts 15. 
• Rom* 3.30. 



CHAPTER Vin. 

CHRIST THE MEDIATOR. 

It has pleased God to choose ^e \iKstd^ 
SOS Christ, his only begotten. Scmr, ^Vo 
iljr was foreordained before ii5nfctoo»A»^ 



by his word and Spirit, just: 
sanctified, and glorified,! 

II. The son of God, th* 
in the Trinity, being very : 
of one substance, and equal 
did, when the fullness of 
take upon him man's natui 
essential properties and coi 
thereof, yet without sin;/ be 
the power of the Holy Gh 
of tne Virgin Mary« of her 
that two whole, perfect, 
tures, the Godhead and th< 
inseparably joined togethe 
without converson, compo 
sion.n Which person is ve 
man, yet one Christ, the oj 
tween God and man,o 



I. a Isaiah 42.1. 1 Peter 

Othv ^-f»- h Anta Q OO Hn 
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III. The Lord Jesus, in his human nature 
bus united to the divine, was sanctified and 
nnointed with the Holy Spirit above meas- 
tre, having in him all the treasures of 
visdom and knowledge, q in whom it pleas- 
id the Father that all fulness should dwell,r 
o the end that being holy, harmless, nnde- 
iled, and full of grace and truth,9 he might 
le thoroughly furnished to execute the ef- 
ice of a Mediator and surety.^ 

Which office he took not unto himself; 
mt was thereunto called by his Father;v 
nrho put all power and judgment into his 
land, and gave him commandment to exe- 
mte the same.tc 

IV. This office the Lord Jesus did most 
svillingly undertake,a; which, that he might 
lischarge, he was made under the law,y 
amd did perfectly fulfil it; z endured most 
oprevious torments immediately in his soul,a 
and most painful sufierings in his body, b 
was crucified and died;e ."was buried, and re- 
mained under the power of death, yet saw no 
corruption.^ On the third day he arose 
from tlie dead e with the same body in which 



in. p Psalms 45; 7. John .3; 34. q Col. 2; 
3. r Colossians 1; 19. « Hebrews 7; 3, f.. — 
John 1; 14. i Acts 10; 38. Hebrews 12; 24, 
Hebrews 7; 22. v Hebrews 5; 5. w John 5; 
29, 27. Maihew 28; 18. IV. x Psalm 40; 7 
8. Philippians 2; 8. y Galatians 4; 4. z Mat. 
3; 15. Matthew 5; 17. a Matthew 1<^\ Yl .^'^^ 
Lake 22; 44. Matthew 7; 46. b U^AxXx^nn Sl^^ 
Bnd 37th Chapters, c Ph\Y\\^\iV7LT\^ 1\ ^. VQ . ^ 
Acts 3; 24 i 
2 



144. inaunew t\ io. o v<»v<\\.v\\xiv. «.v>vx> 
Chapters, c Ph\Y\pTpv?iT\^ 1\ ^, \N . < 
U27. Acts 13; 37. c 1 CouxiX\\\?iti^^^*'» 



dience and sacrifice of h 
through tho eteuRal Spi 
unto God, hath fully satis 
his Father; A; and purchas 
cilitiou, but an everlasting 
kingdom of heaven, for a 
to the Father by him./ 

VI. Although the worli 

not actually wrought by < 

incarnation,, yet the virtue 

fits thereof were commur 

liever, in all ages succesj 

ginning of the world, in j 

ises, types,, and sacrifice! 

revealed and signified to b 

man which should bruise 

and the lamb slain from 1 

world, being yesterday a 

and forever.m 

VII. Christ, in the ' 

J .1.1- _ Ay«^««a^ 1 •'«/v ir\ nrxtt 
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nature doing that which is proper to itself;?! 
yet by reason of the unity of the person that 
which is proper to one nature, is sometimes 
in scripture attributed to the person denomi- 
nated by the other nature.o 

VIIL As Jestis Christ by the grace of 
God, has tasted death for every man;/> and 
now makes intercession for transgressors;^ 
by virtue of which, the Holy Spirit is given 
to convince of sin, and enable the creature to 
believe and obey, governing the hearts of be- 
lievers by his word and spirit;^ overcoming 
all their enemies, by his alniighty power and 
wisdom, in such manner and ways as are 
most consonant to his wonderful and un* 
searchable dispensation.^ 



VII. n I Peter 3; 18. Hebrews 9; 14.— 
o Acts 20; 28. John 3; 13. lJohn3; 16. VIII. 
p Hebrews 2; 9. q Hebrews 7; 26. a 2 Corin- 
thians 4; 13. Romans 8; 9, 14. Romans 15; 18, 
19. John 17; 17. / Psalm 110; 1. 1 Corin- 
thians 15; 25,26. Mdlachi4; 2. Cobssiana.2;^ 
15. 



CHAPTER IX. 

OF FREE WILL* 



GOD hath endued the will of man with 
that natoral liberty, that is neitker forced, oc 
by any absolute necessity of natuxe^ dft^T- 
mined to good or evil.a 

/• a James 2; 14* DeQteTonour} 3ft%\^* 



nam wnoiiy losi au aoii 
spiritual good accompany 
as a natural man, beinj 
from that which is good, 
is not able by his own s 
himself, or to prepare 
without divine aid,g 

IV. When God conv 
translates him into the sta 
him from his natural b< 
and by his grace alone ei 
will and to do that which 
yet so as that by reaso 
corruption, he doth not p 
that which is good.^ 

V. The will of man is 
immutably free to good s 
glory only./ 
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CHAPTER X. 

EFFECTUAL CALLING. 

ALL those whom God calls, and who 
obey the call, and those only, he is pleased 
by his word and Spirit,^ to bring them'ont 
of that state of sin and death, in which they 
are by nature, to grace and salvation by Je- 
sus Christ;c enlightening their minds spiri- 
,tualiy and savingly; to understand the things 
of Goil;d taking away their heart of stone, 
and giving unto them an heart of flesh, 6 re- 
newing their wills, and by his almighty 
power, determining them to that which is 
goodj^and effectually drawing them to Je- 
sus Christ;^ yet so as they come most freely 
being made willing by his grace.A 

II This call is of God's free grace alone, 
not from any good thing at all forseen in 
man,t who is altogether dead in sin, until, 
being enlightened by the Holy Spirit;A; he is 
thereby enabled to answer this call, and to 



I. & 3 Thessalonians 3. 13, 14. 2 Corinthians 
3. 3, 6. c Romans 8. 3. 3 Timothy 1. 9, 10.— 
Esekiel 11.19. Deuteronomy 30. 6. d Acts 26, 
18. 1 Corinthians 3. 10, 12. e Ezekiel 36. 26. 
/Ezekiel 11. 19. Ezekiel 36.27. g John 6. 
44, 45. h Cauticles 1. 4. 3 Timothy 1, ^/V\\.>iA 
3. 4, 5. 

//. i3 Timothy 1. 9, Titua^- \,b. ^\^^- 
riathiana 2, 14. Romans 8. 7* 



jj never naa irie exercise 

i are incapable of being < 

! the ministry of the word 



If 



II. /John 6.37. John 
18. 15, 16. Jonah 4. 11 



CHAPTE 

JUSTIFICA' 

THOSE whom God 
obey the call) he also fn 
by infusing righleousne 
by pardoning their sins 
and accepting their perse 
for any thing wrought ii 
them, but for Christ's sal 
puting faith itself, the a 
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have not of themselves, it is the gift of 
God.c 

II. Faith thus receiving and resting on 
Christ and his righteousness, is the alone in- 
strument ot Justification,(/ yet it is not alone 
in the person justified, but is erer accom- 
panied with all other saving graces, and ifl 
no dead faith; but worketh by love«6 

III. Christ, by his obedience and death, 
did fully discharge the debt of all those that 
are thus justified, and did make a proper, 
real, and full satisfaction to his Father^s jus- 
tice in dietr behaMy Yet inasmuch as he 
was given by the Father for them,^ and his 
obedience and satisfaction accepted in their 
stead,A and both freely, not for any thing in 
them, their justification is only of free grace,i 
that both the exact justice, and rich grace of 
God, might be glorified in the justification of 
einncrs.Ar 

IV. God before the foundation of the 
wiHrld, determined to justify all true belie- 
vers;/ and Christ did, in the fulness of time. 



c Philippians Z. 9L Aets 13* 38, 39«-» 
Epheaians 2. 7, & 

II. {f John 1, 12, Romans 3, 28. Romans 5, 1 
^. James 2. 17, 22,26. Galatians 5. 6. 

III. /Romans 5. 8, 9, 10. 1 Timothy 2. 6.— 
Hebrews 10. 10, 14. Isaiah 53. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 
12. g Romans 8. 32. h 2 Corintbians 5. 21.— 
Matthew 3, 17. Ephesians 5. 2.t Romans 3. 24, 
Ephesians 1. 6, A; Romans 3. 2Q. 

IV. I Galatiana 3, 6. 1 PeVet VI. \^ ^ "^ .~ 
Bomana 6, 30, 



yet they may by their s 
fetherly displeasure, and 
^is countenance restored 
humble themselves, con 
pardon, and renew the 
tance.^ 

VI. The justification 
the Old Testament was i 
one and the same with 
believers under the New 



IV. m Galatians 4. 4. I 
mans 4. 25. n Colossians I 
16. Titus 3. 4, 5, 6, 7- 

V. o Matthew 6. 12. 1 J 
1. p Lake 22. 32. John li 
14. 9 Psalm 89. 31, 32, 3^ 
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and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the 
children of God;& have his name put upon 
them;c receive the spirit of adoption;c^ have 
access to the throne of grace with boldness.e 
are enabled to cry Abba Fatherf/* are pitied;^ 
protected;^ provided for;t and chastened by 
him as by a father;Ar yet never cast off;/ but 
sealed to the day of rederoption;in and inher- 
it the promi8es;n as heirs of everlasting sal- 
vation. o 



I. b Romans 8; 17. John 1; 19. e Jeremiah 
14; 9. Revelations 3; 12. d Romans 8; 14. — 
e Ephesians 3; 19. Romans 5; 2. / Galadans 

4; 6. g Psalm 103; 13. h Proverbs 14; 26 

f Mathew 6;30, 32. 1 Peter 5; 7. k Hebrews 12. 
6. / Lamentations 3; 31. m Ephesians .4; 30.-^ 
fi Hebrews 6; 12, d 1 Peter 1; 4, Hebrews 1; 
14. 



CHAPTER Xra. 

SAMCTIFICATION. 

THEY who 'are effectually called- tmd 
regenerated, having a new heart and a new 
spirit created in them, are farther sanctified 
really and personally through the virtue of 
Christ's death and resurrection; a by his 
word and Spirit dwelling in them;& the do- 
minion of the whole body of sin is destroy- 

I. a Corinthians 6; 11. Acts ^Q\^a. ^\C^\v 
piaas 3; 10, Romans 6; 5, 6. b Et^^^^axA V. 
S6. 9 TbesaaloDianB 2\ IZ. 
2* 



see the iiora.j 

II. This sanctificatioii is 
the whole man,^ yet imper 
Uiere abidcth still some rem: 
tion in every part,A whence 
tinual and irreconcilable v 
lusteth against the spirit, 
against the flesh. i 

III. In which war, althoi 
ing corruption for a time ma 
k yet through the contin 
strength from the sanctifying 
the regenerate part doth ov 
the saints grow in grace,m 
ness in the fear of God.n 

IV. Although the remai 
may continue to affect the 
this life,yet it is his duty and [ 
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grace, to keep a conscience void of ofTence 
toward God and toward men.a 



IV. o Acts xxIy, 16, 



CHAPTER XIV. 

SAVING GRACE. 

THE grace of faith whereby sinners are 
united to Christ, is the wok of the Spirit of 
Christ in their hearts,^ and is ordinarily 
wrought by the ministry of the word;c by 
which also, and by the administration of the 
sacraments, and prayer, it is increased and 
strengthened. (/ 

n. By this faith, the christian believeth to 
be true, whatsoever is revealed in the word, 
for the authority of God himself speaketh 
therein;e *and acteth differently, upon that 
which each particular passage thereof con- 
taineth; yielding obedience to the command/* 
trembling at the threatenings.^ and embra- 
cing the promises of God for this life, and 
that which is to come./i But the principal 
acts of saving faith are, accepting, receiving 
and resting on Christ alone for justification, 

I. & 2 Corinthians Iv, 13. Ephesians ii, 8.— 
c Romans x, 14, 17. d I Peter ii, 2. Luke xvii, 
5. Romans i, 16, 17. 

n.> 1 T/iessa/onians ii, 13. 1 3o\\iv^,V^» — 
Acta xxir, 14. f Romans xv\, ^^. R X'&ivsitt^ 
lxYi,2, A Hebrews xi, 13. 1 TitaoxV^ \n^^* 



full assurance of Christ,« 
author and finisher of our 



11. f John i, 13. Acts xri 
20. Acts XV, 11. 

UI ;t Hebrews V, 13, 14. 
Matthew vi,30. Matthew]^ 
31, 3*2. I John v;4, 5. m 
Hebrews x; 22. n Hebrew 



CHAPTER 

REPENTANCE UI 

REPENTANCE xxnU 
cal grace,a the doctrine 
preached by every minis 
well as that of faith in CI 

II. By it a sinner, ou 
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them all unto God,c purposing and endeav- 
oring to walk with him^ inidl the ways of 
his commandments. (/ 

III. Although repentance he not to be res- 
ted in as any satisfaction for sin, or any cause 
of the pardon thereof,^ which is the act of 
Ood's free grace in Christ/ yet is it of such 
necessity to all sinners, that none may ex- 
pect pardon without itg 

IV. As ^ere is no sin so small but it de- 
serves damnation, A so there is no sin so 
great, that it can bring damnation on those 
who truly repent* 

V. Men ought not to content themselves 
with a general repentance, but it is every 
man's duty to endeavor to repent of his 
particular sins, particularly.^ 

VI. As every man is bound to make pri- 
vate confession of his sins to God, praying 
for the pardon thereof;/ upon which, and the 



II. e Ezekiel xviii, 30, 31. Ezekiel xxxvi, 31 , 
Psalm 11, 4. Jeremiah xxxi, 18, 19, 2 Corin- 
thians vii, 11. Joel ii, 12, 13. Amos v, 15.— 
Psalm cxix, 128. d Psalm cxix, 6, 59, 106. — 
Loke i, 6. 2 Kings xxiii, 25. 

III. e Ezekiel xxxvi, 31, 32. Ezekiel xvi, 
63. / Hosea xiv< 2, 4. Romans iii;24. g Luke 
xiii, 3, 5. Acts xvii, 30. 

IV . A Romans, vi, 23. Matthew xii, 36. — 
t Isaiah Iv, 7« Romans viii, I. Isaiah 1, 18. 

y. h Psalm xix; 13. Luke xix; 8. L Tv\bl- 
othy i, 13, IS. 
VI. /PatLlm xxxu, 5, 6« Pii\m \\, \, ^% '^> 



ilitti arc uuciiuoUf7» wiiu siv u 

reconciled to him, and in Ic 
hiro.o 



VI. m Proverbs xxviii, 13. 
James v, 16. Luke xvii, 3, 4. . 
3 CoriDthians ii. 8. Galaiiai 



CHAPTER XV 

OF GOOD WORK£ 

GOOD works are only su( 
commanded in his holy word, 
as without the warrant there 
by men out of blind zeal, or 
tence of good intentions.^ 

II. These good works, dor 
to God's commandments, an 
evidences of a true and lively 
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pel,g stop the mouths of the adversaries,^ 
and glorify God,t whose workmanship they 
are, created in Christ Jesas thereunto,A; that 
having their fmit onto holiness*, they may 
have the end, eternal life./ 

III. Their ability to do good works is not 
at all of tliemselves, but wholly from the 
Spirit of Chri8t.m And that they may be 
enabled thereunto, besides the graces they 
have already received, there is required an 
actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to 
work in them to will and to do of his good 
pleasures yet are they not hereupon to grow 
negligent, as if they were not bound to per- 
form any duty unless upon a special motion 
of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in 
stirring up the grace of God that is in mem,o 

IV. They who in their obedience, attain 
to the greatest height which is possible in 
this life, are so far from being able to super- 
erogate and do'more than God requires, that 
they fall short of much, which in duty they 
are bound to dop 



II. g Titus ii:5. 1 Timothy vi:l. Titus ii: 
9, 10, 11, Id. h I Peter ii:15. 1 1 Peter ii:13. 
Philippians i:l 1. JohD xv:8, 7. k Ephesians ii: 
10. / Romans vi:23. 

III. m John xv:5, 6. n Philippians ii:l3:— - 
Philippians iv: 13. o Philippians li: 12. Hebrews 
vi:ll, 19. Isaiah lziv:7. 3 Peter i:3. 5, 10, 11, 
13. S Timothy i:6. Acts xxvi;6, 7. Jude 20: 
31. 

IV. /f Luke xviiiiO. Job'uL:<2,^. 13i^iiJi3a»^ 
•.77. 



profit, nor satisfy for the d 
sins;^ but when we have d 
we have done but our duty 
ble 8ervants;r and because, 
they proceed from his spir 
are wrought by us» they an 
ed with so much weakiaess 
that they cannot endure the 
judgment.^ 

VI. Tet notwithstaadir 
believers being accepted 
their good works also are 
not as though they were 
unblamable and unreprova 
w but tliat he, looking up( 
is pleased to accept and 
is sincere, although accon 
weaknesses and imperfec 



V. Q Romans iii:20. Re 
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VII. Works done by unregenerate man, 
although, for the maitet of them, they may 
be things which God commands, and of gooa 
use both to themselves and others;^ yet be- 
cause they proceed not from an heart puri- 
fied by faith ,z nor are done in a right man- 
ner, according to the word;a nor to a right 
end, the glory of God;6 they, therefore, can- 
not merit the favor of God; yet their neglect 
of them is displeasing unto God.c 

Yll. y 2 Kings x:30, 31. Philippians i.l5, 
16, 18. z Hebrews xi:4, 6. Genesis iv:5. a 
I Corinthians »ii;3. Isaiah i:l^. 6 Matthew vi: 
2,5,16. c Haggai ii:14. Titus 1:15. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. 

THEY whom God hath justified and 
sanctified, he will also gloriry;a consequent- 
ly the truly regenerated soul will never to- 
tally nor finally fall away from the state of 
grace, but shall certainly persevere therein 
U> the end, and be eternally saved.5 

II. This perseverance depends on the 
unchangeable love and power of God,c 
the merits, advocacy ,c^ and intercession of 
Jesus Ghri8t;e the abiding of the spirit and 

1. a Romans Tiii:38, 39. b John iii:16. — 
John x:88, 29. Philippians \,e* c ^ TYacv^W^ 
ii;JP, Jeremiah xxxi:3. IPetet'u^^ d\^^\v^ 
n:J. e Hebnwa vii:25. Hebie^a -s:A^, 'V^* 



«3ui;4o. Hebrews vi 
^Xobxvii:9. Johnxvi 
^ ^ nessalonians iii;3. 
achi ii,.6. Numbers : 
^ V°'""iihians i.2i 22 

thians J.8, 9. 

*This doctrine, altho 
ported by incontestible n 
as well as by the reason 
between Christ and his n 

^V'^i*"^' ^^. ^'^ ^««" an 

i he Idea of eternal justi/ 

perseverance is unscript 

rence is insisted on by s 

neciion with the preceding 
18 certainly dangerous. J 
a superficial experience, tf 
more albwances for weal, 
etnmblingr, straying, &e, t 
mits, then press persev^rai 
rormalist or hvnmnriir. «^-. 
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III. Although there are examples in the 
Old Testament of good men having egre- 
giously sinned, and some of them continu- 
ing for a time therein;i yet now since life and 
immortality are brought clearer to light by 
the gospel^' and especially since the effusion 
of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, A; 
we may not expect the true christian to fall 
into such gross sins./ Nevertheless, they 
may through the temptations of Satan, the 
world and the flesh, the neglect of the means 
of grace, fall into sin and incur God's dis- 



III. t S^amuel xii.9, 13, 14. j 2 Timothy 
i.lO: k Lnke xxiy.49. Acts ii:4. /Acts 
xvii.30, 31. Matthew xi.ll. 

joined together, let not his ministers put asun- 
der. But first let them give a clear, definite 
description of the new birth, and then let them 
l^ss the doctrine of heart and practical ho- 
hness as the sure consequence (**For by their 
fruit ye shall know them") and daily evidences 
(not the cause) of that gracious state which 
will insure their final perseverance. 

Then this true and comfortable doctrine will 
not he perverted, neither will it have a tendency 
to licentioasness in him **whom the love of 
Christ ronstraineth," or the real christian; no, 
he serves and desires to serve God, with more 
zpal, and from pure evangelical principles, still 
layingthe foundationin his own mind>aude\\e\v&Vv- 
ing the principle of ascribing a\\ lV\e ^\o\^ Xo ^^ % 
for his conversion^ his perseveT^Lttf^e, ^4."^^ ^v^ 
Sa^l and complete redemption. 
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^B ASSCKANCE OP ORA, 

»aIvatio„::7h r, ^^"or of 
b vpt o., u ^'^'C'i nope of 

*hey are -in « \ "^ <^'"toi 

«haIl„ev^ermatT'->'«f< 
ral ,n^ . .,^. "fr'ainly is „„, 
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of those graces unto which these promises are 
made,^ the testimony of the Spirit of adop- 
tion witnessing with our spirits that we are 
the children of God,A which spirit is the 
earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are 
sealed to the day of redemption.^' 

III. This infallible assurance doth not so 
belong to the essence of faith, but that a tnie 
believer may wait long, and conflict with 
many difficulties before he be partaker in 
iUk Yet, being enabled by the j^pirit to 
know the things which are freely given him 
of God, he may, without extraordinary rev- 
elation, in the right use of ordinary means, 
attain thereunto./ And therefore it is the 
duty of every one, to give all diligence to 
make his calling and election sure;m that 
thereby his heart may be enlarged in peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, in love and 
thankfulness to God, and m strength and 
cheerfulness in the duties of obedience, the 
proper fruits of its assurance.n So far is 
it from inclinmg men to looseness.o 



/^ 2 Peteri.4, 5, 10, 11. 1 John iii.l4. I John ii. 
3, and*:3 CoriDthians 1.13. h Romans viii. 15,16. 
< Ephesians i,13, 14. 2 Corinthians i.21, 22. 

III. k Isaiah I.IO. 1 John v.l3. Psalm 88 
throagbQut, and Psalm Ixxvii to the 12 verse. — 
/ 1 Corinthians ii. 12. 1 John iv.13. Hebrews 
vi.ll, 12. Ephesians iii.l7, 18, 19. m 2 Peter 
i.lO. n Romans T.1,S, 6. Romans 'rvi .VI . — 
Romans xv.l 3. Psalm cxix.32. T?s^\mV».^«>^i- 
Ephesians u3^ 4. o Romans vi.l , 5i. T\\vx&>^' 
n^ 19, 14. 
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sudden or vehement tem 
withdrawing the light o 
and suffering even such a 
in darkness and to have n 
they never utterly destit 
God, and life of faith, that 
the brethren, that sincerit 
science of duty, out of w 
ration of the Spirit, this 
due time be revived,^ an 
the mean time, they are t 
ter despair. r 



IV. p Canticles v.2, 3, 6 
j Ephesians iv.30. Psalm 1 

and Matthew 26.69,70,71,7 
88, thron/^hout, and Isaiah 
Luke xxii.32. Job xiii.15. 
Psalm li.8, 12, with Isaiah 
i 8, 9. Isaiah liv:7, 8. 
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•each of it; and endued him with power and 
)ility to keep \tja 

II This law, after his fall, continued to be 
perfect rule of righteousness; and as such 
as delivered by God upon mount Sinai in 
iO commandments, and written in two ta- 
.es;^ the first four commandments contain- 
\g our duty towards God^ and the other six 
or duty to man..c 

III. Besides this law, commonly called 
loral, God was pleased to give the people 
r Israel, as a church under age, ceremonial 
.ws, containing several typical ordinances, 
artly of worship prefiguring Christ, his 
races, actions, sufferings, and benefits;^^ and 
artly holding forth divers instructions of 
loral duties.e All which ceremonial laws 
re now abrogated under the New Testa- 
lent/ 

IV. To them also, as a body politic, he 
ive sundry judicial laws,, which expired to- 
other with the state of (hat people, not oblL- 



I. a Genesis 1.26. Genesis 11.17. Romans fl. 
1, 15. Romans x.5. Romans v. 13, 19. Ga- 
tians hi. 10, 12. Ecclesiasties vii.29. Job 
iviii.28. 

II. b James i.25. James ii.8, 10, 11, 12. — 
omans iii.l9. Romans xiii.8, 9. Deuterono- 
j V.32, and chap. x.4. Exodus xxxiv.l. e Mat- 
lew xxii.37, 38, 39, 40. Exodus xx.3 to 18. 

III. if Hebrews x.l. Galatiana WA, ^>^— 
oloseians ii.I7. Hebrews 9lV\ tiYi^^\«t» t-^ 
an vJ7. 3 Connthians viAl. f Ct\ow\^Wv\.\\. 
, / 7. EpheMiann ii. 1 5, 1 6. 



who gave it.f Neither 
|o«pea„ywaydi/X, 

the I *"'"'"&'» true bel 
we law as a covenant of 
by jusufied or condemnec 
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«inmi pollutions ofthein 
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they may come to further 
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IV. ^See Exodus QUt , 
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er with a clearer sight of the need they have 
of Christ, and the perfectioti of his obe- 
dience.j9 It is likewise of use to the regene- 
rate, to restrain their corruptions; in that it 
forbids sin;^ and the threatenings of it se- 
vere to show what even their sins deserve, 
and what afflictions in this life they may ex- 
pect for them, although freed from the curse 
thereof threatened in the law.r The prom- 
ises of it in like manner, shew them God's 
approbation of obedience, and what blessings 
they may expect upon the performance there- 
of;8 although not as due to them by the law 
as a covenant of works;^ so as a man's doing 
good, and refraining from evil because the 
law encourageth to the one, and deterreth 
from the other, is no evidence of his being 
under the law, and not under grace.v 

VII. Neither are the aforementioned uses 
of the law contrary to the grace of the gos- 
pel, but do sweetly comply with ii;w the 
Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the 
will of man to do that freely and cheerfully, 



p Gr^latians iii:*24. Romans viii:3, 4. Romans 
vii:24, 25. q James ii:ll. Psalm cxix:126. 

VI. rEzraix:13, 14. Psalm lxxxix:30, 31, 
33, 33, 34. 8 Psalm xxxvii:ll. Psalm xix:ll. 
Leviticus xxvi to 14th verse, and Kphesians vi: 
9. Matthew v:5. / Galatians; ii:16. v Romans 
vi:13, 14. Hebrews xii:28, 29. 1 Peter \wA^ 
9, 10, 11, 12. Psalm xxxWA'a, UA^^^^^^'^• 

VJL wGal^iatts iii:21. TUvxs Vv-W^V^-N^ 
14. 
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY, AN 

SCIENC 

THE liberty which 
ed for believers under tl 
their freedom from the 
demning wrath of God, 
al law;a and in their b 
this present evil world 
and the dominion of sir 
afflictions, the sting of < 
the grave, and everlasi 
also their free access 
yielding obedience unl 
slavish fear,e but a child 
ling mind. All of whic 
to believers under the 1 
New Testament, the lib 
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Jewish Church was subjected,^ and in grea- 
ter boldness of access to the throne of grace,/* 
and in fuller communications of the free 
Spirit of God, than believers under the law 
did ordinarily partake of.i 

II. God alone is Lord of the conscience,ib 
and hath left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are in any 
thing contrary to his word, or beside it in 
matters of faith or worship./ So that to be- 
lieve such doctiines, or to obey such com- 
mandments out of conscience, is to betray 
tme liberty of conscience;m and the requi- 
ring of an implicit faith; and absolute and 
blind obedience is to destroy liberty of con- 
science and reason also.n 

III. They who, upon pretence of chris- 
tian liberty, do practise any sin, or cherish 
any lust, do thereby destroy the end of chris- 
tian liberty; which is, that, being delivered 
Dttt of the hands of our enemies, we might 
lenre the Lord without fear, in holiness and 



Galatians v.l. Acts xv.IO, 11. Galatians 
1. 3, 3, 6. A Hebrews iv.l4, 16. Hebrews 
9, 30. < John vii.38, 39. 2 Corinthians iii. 
17, 18. 

\. k Romans xiv.4. /Acts i?.19. Acts iii.29. 
^rinthians vii.23. Matthew xxiii.8, 9, 10.—- 
mnthians i.24. Matthew xv.9. m Colossians 
, 22, 23. Galatians i.lO. Galatiana vvA. 
valatians v. 1 . n Isaiah ^Wv.^O • K^\& :crC\. 
lohn iv.Q2. See also Hoseai ^ A\— ^V^ 
tioaaxnU2^ 16, 17* 
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Christian liberty, shal 
power, or the lawful e: 
it be civil or ecclesias 
nance of God.;? And 
of such opinions, or 
practices, as are contra 
ture or to the known pri 
ty, whether concernin 
conversation; or the po^ 
such erroneous opinions! 
er, in their own nature, 
publishing or maintainu 
tive to the external pea* 
Christ hath established 
.may lawfully be called 
ceeded against by th. 
church.r 



III. o Galatians v.l3. 
i.74, 75. 2 Peter ii.l9. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

nous WORSHIP AND THE SABBATH 
DAY. 

J light of nature sheweth that there is 
who hath lordship and sovereignty 
; IS good, and doeth good unto all.a 

acceptable way of worshipping the 
d is instituted by himself, and so lim- 

his own revealed will, that he may 
irorshipped according to the iroagina- 
d devices of men, or the suggestions 
I, under any visible representation or 
ler way not prescribed in the holy 
es.6 

Religious worship is to be given to 
e Father, Son and Holy Ghost; and 
done;c not to angels, saints, or any 
eature;r/ and since the fall not with- 
ediator; nor in the mediation of any 
It of Christ alone.c 



onians i.20. b Deuteronomy xii.32.— 
f xv.iK Matthew iv 9, 10. Sf»e also 
riony xv, to 20th verse, and Exodus xx. 

John V.23. 2 Corinthians xiii.l4.— 
r iv.lO. Revelations v.ll, \^y Vi. — 
siiins ii.18. Revelatioixa "xX'slAQ. ^«»- 
5* e John X V.6, \ TwiioWv^ \\x^x— 
5 uJ8, 



1118 wiii./t With understa 
humility, fervency, faith, ] 
ranee:/ and if vocal, in a k 

IV. Prayer is to be mac 
iul,n and for all sorts of m 
for the dead,jo nor for thos 
be known that they have s 
death.^ 

V. The reading of these 
ly fear;r the sound preachir 
able hearing of the word, i 
God, with understanding, 
ence;^ singing the psalms 
heart;t; as also the due a( 



. J^J- / PhHippians iv.6. 
AJohnxiv.l3, 14. i Romans 
V.14. / Psalm xlvii.7. I 
Genesis xviii.27. James v.l 
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woitby receiTing of the sacraments instituted 
by Christ; are aU parts of the ordinary reli- 
gions worship of God;ir besides religions 
oaths^ and irows,y solemn fastings^s and 
thanksgiving upon special occasions;a which 
are in their several times and seasons to be 
used in a holy and religions roaDner.6 

VI. Neither prayer nor any other part ol 
religious worship, is now, under Uie gbspel 
eidier tied unto, or made more acceptable by 
any place in which it is performed, or to 
wards which it is directed;^ but God is to be 
worshipped eyery where^d in spirit and in 
truth;s as in private families/ daily fg and in 
secret each one by himself.A so more sol- 
emnly in the public assemblies, which are 
not carelessly or wilfully to be neglected or 
forsaken, when God, by his word or provi- 
dence, calleth thereunto.i 

YII. As it is of the law of nature, that, in 

ffeneral, a due proportion of time be set apart 

for the worship of God; so, in his word, by 

1 positive, mor-d and perpetual commano- 

nent, binding all men in all ages, he hath 

articularly appointed one day in seven for a 

Matthew ixviii. 19. Acta ii.42. 1 Corinthians 

.33, to 29. X Deuteronoroyvi.13. y Ecclesias- 

B V.4, 5. Acts xviii.18. Joel ii.l2. Matthew 

15. 1 Cor. 7.5. a Psalm cvii. b Heb. xii.28. 

n. e John iv.2U d Malachi i.ll. 1 Timo- 
ii.8. eJohn iT.23, 24. / Jeremiah x .25.— 
L5. 2 Saraael 6.18, 20. g MaUKw ''iKW^ 
\aa xxiv.l5. h Matthew V\.^. 1Ei^>cw«i\vc!^ 
'. i Isaiah lvi.7. Uebiewti i.A^» ^x^i'^- 
iih34. Acta iL42. 



WofW, as the christian Sab 
VHI. This Sabbath is tli 
to the Lord, when men, af 
ring of their hearts, and < 
common affairs beforehand, 
serve an holy rest all the da 
works,- words and thoug 
worldly employments and 
also are taken up the whole 
lie and private exercises of! 
in the duties of necessity a 

VII. k See the 4th commai 
XX.9, 9, 10, 11. Isaiah Ivi.S 
11.3. 1 Corinthians xvi.l, 9, j 
elations i.IO. n Exodus xx 
V.I7, 18. 

Viri. a ETxodus xvi.23, 25, 
dus xxxi.TS, 16. Isaiah Jvi 

xiii.15,16, 17, 18,19,21,22. 
Matthew xii;.l, to 13. 
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ness what he asserteth or promiseth; and to 
judge him according to the truth or falsehood 
of what he sweareth.6 

II. The name of God only is that hy 
which men ought to swear, and therein it is 
to be used with ail holy fear and reverence;c 
therefore to swear vainly or rashly by that 
glorious and dreadful name, or to- swear at 
all by any other thing, is sinful, and to be 
abhorred.c^ Yet, as in matters of weight 
and moment, an oath is warranted by the 
word of God, under the New Testament, as 
well as under the Old,^ so a lawful oath 
being imposed by lawful authority, in such 
matters ought to be taken^/* 

III. Whosoever taketh an oath ought duly 
to consider the weightiness of so solemn an 
act, and therein to avouch nothing but what 
he is fully persuaded is the truth.g. Neith- 
er may any man bind himself by oath to any 
thing but what is good and just, and what 
he believeth so to be, and what he is able 
and resolved to perform.^ Yet it is a sin to 
refuse an oath touching any thing that is 

rood and just, being imposed by lawful au- 

hority.t 

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain 

I. 5 Exodus XX.7. Leviticus xix.l2. S Chron- 
les vi.22, 23. 

II. c Deuteronomy vi. 13. d Jeremiah v.7.— 
mes V.12. Exodns xx.7. e Hebrews ^vA^. 
liah lxv.l6.^ /I Kings viiu31. "Etx^x..^* 

III. ^ Jeremiah iv.2. Exodus xx.l . H ^wv- 
xxiv.2, 3, 9. i N ambers v .19 , %\ . ^^^^ 

3* 
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V. A. vow is of the like nal 
issory oath, and ought to b( 
like religious care, and to b 
the like faithfulness. n 

VI. It is not to be made 
but to God alone:o and that 
ted, it is to be made volunt 
and conscience of duty, in 
ness for mercy received, o 
what we want; whereby 
bind ourselves to necessary 
er things, so far And so lonj 
ly conduce thereunto.p 

VII. No man may vow 
forbidden in the word of G( 
hinder any duty therein 
which is not in his own p 
performance whereof he 

TTr 7. rk.-l.^ .rvSn A Ta 
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or ability from God.^' In which respects po- 
pish mouastical vows of perpetual single life, 
professed poverty, and regular obedience, 
are so far from being degrees of higher per- 
fection, that they are superstitious ond sin- 
ful snares, in which no christian may entan- 
gle himself.r 

Vlf. q Acts xxiii.l2. Mark vi.26. Num- 
bers XXX.5, 8, 12, 13. r 1 Corinthians vii.2, 9, 
28. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE. 

GOD, the supreme Lord and KING of all 
the world, hath ordained civil magistrates to 
be under him over the people, for his own 
glory and the public good, and to this end, 
hath armed them with the power of the 
sword, for the defence and encouragement of 
thelh that are good, and for the punishment 
ofevil*doers.a 

II. It is lawful for Christians to accept 
and execute the office of a magistrate, when 
called thereunto;6 in the managing whereof, 
as they ought especially to maintain piety, jus- 
tice and peace, according, to the wholesome 
laws of each common wealth, c so for that end 



I. a Ronoans xiii.l, 3, 4. 1 Pelct \\.V^^\^» 
IL b Proverbs viii.15, IG, Se^ \^N.Nfet ^^ 

a Psalm IxxKii.Sf 4. 2 Saniue\ xm\*"^» \ V^- 

teriiJS, 



1 et as nursing fathers, it is : 
magistrates to protect the chv 
mon Lord, without giving t[ 
any denomination ofChristi 
rest in such a manner, that a 
persons whatever shall enjoy 
and unquestioned iibeity of d 
ry part of their sacred functioi 
lence or danger. A And as Jei 
appointed a regular governm« 
line in his church, no law of 
wealth should interfere with, 
the due exercise thereof amon^ 
members of any denomination 
according to their own professi 
It is the duty of civil magls 
tect the person and good nan 
people, in such an effectual n 
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of religion or of infidelity, to offer any indig- 
nity, violence, abuse or injury to any other 
person whatsoever; and to take order, that 
all religious and ecclesiastical assemblies be 
held without molestation or disturbance.^ 

IV, It is the duty of the people to pray 
for magistrates,/ to honor their person8,m to 
pay them tribute and other duties,n to obey 
their lawful commands, and to be subject to 
their authority, for conscience sake.o In- 
fidelity or difference in religion doth not 
make void the magistrate's just and legal au- 
thority, nor free the people trom their due obe- 
dience tohim;pfrom which ecclesiastical per- 
sons are not exempted;^ much less hath the 
Pope any power or jurisdiction over them 
in their dominions, or over any of their peo- 
ple; and least of all to deprive them of 
their dominion or their lives, if he shall judge 

hem to be heretics, or upon any other pre- 

ence whatsoever. r 



III. k 2 Samuel xziit:3. 1 Timothy ii.l, and 
at large. Romans ziii.4, at latge. 

IV. / 1 Timothy i.2 m 1 Peter ii.l 7. n Ro- 
ns xiii.6, 7. o Romans xiii.5. Titus iii.l. 

Peter ii.l3, 14, 16. q Romans xiii.l. Acts 
^10, 11. r 2 Thessaionians ii.4. Re?ela- 
fi xiiL15, 16, 17, 18. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE. 

ARRIAGE is to be between one man 
me woman; neither is it lawful for any 
to have more than one vf\le^ x^.ox ^tcj 



uits cnurch with an hoi) 
venting of uncieanness.c 

III. It is lawful for al 
marry who are able witl 
their consent,^ yet it is tl 
to marry only io theLon 
such as profess the true 
should not marry with i 
other idolaters; neither si 
godly be unequally yokec 
such as are notoriously v 
or maintain damnable hen 

IV. Marriage ought no 
degrees of consanguinity 
den in the word;A nor cai 
marriages be made lawful 
man, or consent of parties 
sons may live together, as 
The man may not marry 
kindred nearer in blood th 
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own, nor the woman of her husband's near- 
er in blood than of her own.A: 

V. Adultery or fornication, committed after 
a contract being detected before marriage, 
giveth just occasion to the innocent party to 
dissolve that contract./ In the case of adul- 
tery after marriage, it is lawful for the inno- 
cent party to sue out a divorce,//^ and after 
the divorce to marry another, as if the offen- 
ding party were dead.n 

VI. Although the corruption of man be 
such as is apt to study arguments, unduly to 
put asunder those whom God hath joined to- 
gether in marriage; yet nothing but adultery, 
or such wilful desertion as can no way be 
remedied by the church or civil magistrate, 
is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of 
marriage;o wherein a public and orderly 
course of proceeding is to be observed; and 
the persons concerned in it leA; to their own 
wills and discretion in their own case.p 



IV. k Leviticus xx.l9, 20, 21. 

V. / Matthew i.l8, 19, 20. m Matthew v. 
31, 32. n Matthew xtx.9. Romans vii.2, 3. 

VI. o Matthew xix.8. 1 Corinthians vii.l5. 
Matthew xix.6. p Ezra x.3. 



CHAPTER XXy. 

OF THE CHURCH. 

THE Catholic, or universal churchy whvc\v 
is inTii^ibley consists of the wYvoVe tlxxxg^^^x o^ 
Ae elect that have been, are, ot eW^V^e ^>^- 
erediato one, under Christ the YveaA^etftofe 
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dom of the Lord Jesus* 
and family of God.e 

III. Unto this cathol: 

Christ hath given the mii 

ordinances of God, for th( 

fecting of the saints, in tl 

of the world; and doth by 

and Spirit, according to h 

^'^®^?>«^ctual thereunto.i 

IV. This Catholic G 

some Umes more, some ti 

And particular churches, 

bers thereof, are more or 

ing as the doctrine of the 

I. a Ephesiansi.lO, 22, 23 

liphesians V.23, 27, 32. 
'I. bl Corinthinnoi o « 
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id embraced, ordinances administered, and 
iblic worship performed more or less pure- 
in them.i 

V. The purest churches under heaven are 
ibjeet both to mixture and error;A; and some 
ive so degenerated, as to become no church- 

of Christ, but Synagogues of Satan./ — 
erertheless, there shall be always a church 
I earth, to worship God according to his 
ill.m 

VI. There is no other head of the church 
It the Lord Jesus Christ.n Nor can the 
ope of Rome, in any sense be head thereof; 
It is that anti-christ, that man of sin, and 
»n of perdition, that axalteth himself in the 
lorch against Christ, and all that is called 
od.o 



I Corinthians v.6, 7. Reyelations Snd and 
1 chapters. 

Y, kl Corinthians xiii.l2. Matthew xiii.24, 
., 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 47. /Revelations xviii.2. 
omans xi.l8, 19, 20, 21, 22. m Matthew xvi. 
• Psalm cii.28. Matthew xxviii.l 9, 20. 
VI. n Oolossians iJlS. Ephesians i.22.— 
Vlatthew xxiii.8, 9, 10. 2 Thessalonians ii.2, 
4,8,9. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

• ■ 

TJ^E COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 

m . 

Aij/L saints that are united to Christ Je- 
8 j^eir head, by his Spirit and by faith, 
ive fellowship with him in Ms gWicea^ «>^V 



\ 



«,<.r.r"'''p "f God, 

such other spiritual serri 

other m outward thinM 
f "eral abilities and ^, 

and blasphemousj" Nor, 
«"«"• one wiA wither,! 
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>r infringe the title or property which 
3ach man hath, in his goods and posses- 
sions .g* 

g Acts y,4. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE SACRAMENTS. 

SACRAMENTS are holy signs and seals 
>f the covenant of grace,a immediately in- 
stituted hy God,6 to represent Christ and his 
!>enefit8, and to confirm our interest in him;c 
as also to put a visible difference between 
those that belong unto the church, and the 
rest of the world;(f and solemnly to engage 
them to the service of God in Christ; accor- 
ling to his word.e 

II. There is in every sacrament a spiri- 
ual relation, or sacramental union, between 
le sign and things signified; whence it 
imes to pass,' that the names and the ef- 

5ts of tlie one, are attributed to the other/ 

III. The grace which is exhibited in, or 
the sacraments, rightly used, is not con- 
red by any power in them; neither doth 

efficacy of a sacrament depend upon the 
y or intention of him that doth administer 



aRomansiv.il. Genesis xvii.7. 6 Mat- 

xxviii.l9. 1 Corinthians zi.23. c 1 Corin- 

B X.16. 1 Corinthians xi.25, 26. Gala- 

iii.27. d Exodus xii.48. 1 Corinthians 

e Romans vi.3, 4. 1 Corinthians x.l6. 

^Genesis xvii.10* Matthew xxvi.97t 28% 
ui.5 



1. 

i 



neither of which may be di 
but by a minister of the wc 
dained.A; 

V. The sacraments of the C 
regard of the spiritual things 
fied and exhibited, were, foi 
ft^me as those with the Ne^ 



III. g Romans ii.28, ^9. 1 

!- AMatthewiii.il. 1 Corinthiai 

I thew xxvi.27, 28. Matthew XJ 

r IV. ^ Matthew xxviii.l9. 1 

20,23. 1 Corinthians iv.l. H 

V. /I Corinthians X. 1,2, 3, 4 

V.7, 8. 
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nant of grace,c of his ingrafting into Christ,c? 
of regeneration,e of remission of sins2/*and 
of his giving up unto God, through Jesus 
Christ, to walk in newness of life,^ which 
sacrament, is by Christ's own appointment, 
to be continued in his church until the end of 
the world.A 

II. The outward element to be used in this 
sacrament is water, wherewith the party is 
to be baptised in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by 
a minister of. the gospel, lawfully called 
thereunto.! 

III. Dipping of the person into the water 
is not necessary; but baptism is rightly ad- 
ministered by pouring, or sprinkhng water 
upon the person. ^ 

IV. Not only those that do actually pro- 
fess faith in, and obedience unto Christ,/ but 
afeo the infants of one or both believing pa- 
rents are to be baptized.m 

cRomansiv.il. Colossians ii.ll, 12. d Ga- 
latiaas iii.27. Romans vi.5. e Titus iii.5.^ 
/'Acts ii.38, Mark i.4. Acts xxii.lC. g Ro- 
mans vi.3',4. h Matthew xxviii.l9, 20. 

II. i Acts X.47. Acts viii.36, 38. Matthew 
xxviii.l9. 

III. A; Acts ii.41. Acts xvi.33. Mark vii.4. 
Hebrews ix.lO, 19, 20, 21. 

' IV. / Mark xvi.15, 16. Acts viii.37. m Gene- 
sis XTii.7, 9. Galatians iii.9, 14. Colossians 
ii.ll, 12. Romans iv.ll, 12. Acts ii.38, 39.— 
Acts XTi.l5, 33. 1 Corinthians vii.14. Mat- 
thew xxviii. 19. Mark X.13, 14, 15, 16. Lake 
XTiii.l5. 



lereu; q yet not withstand] 
of this ordinance, the gra< 
only offered, but really ex 
red by the Holy Ghost 
VII. The sacrament 
once to be administered, t 
being no example for the i 
tian baptism. 

V. ft Lnke vii.30. Exod 
o Romans iv.l 1 . Acts x.2, 
p Acts yii.13, 23. 

VI. q John iii.5, 8. 
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id to all duties which they owe unto him, 

nd to he a bond and pledge of ^eir commu- 

ion with him, and with each each other, as 

lembers of his mystical body .a 

11. In this sacrament Christ is not offered 

p to his Father, nor any real sacrifice made 

t all for remission of sins of the quick or 

ead,6botonly a commemoration of that once 

ffering up himself, by himself, upon the 

ross, once for all, and a spiritual oblation of 

11 possible praise unto God for the same;c 

that the Popish sacrafice of the mass, as 

My call it, is most abominably injurious to 

Christ's one only sacrifice, the alone propi-* 

Ation of all the sins of the elect, and of the 

rhole world,c? 

in. The lord Jesus hath, in his ordi- 

mce, appointed his ministers to declare his 

3rd of institution to the people, to pray 

d to bless the elements of bread and wine, 

1 thereby to set them apart from a com- 

n to an holy use; and to take and break 

bread, to take the cup, and (they com- 

licating also themselves,) to give both to 

communicants;^ but to none who are not 

present in the congregation^ 

I 1 Corinthians xi.23, 24, 25, 36. 1 Corin- 
X.16, 17, 21. 1 Corinthians zii.13. 
b Hebrews ix.22, 25, 26, 28. e Matthew 
6, 27. Luke xxii.l9. 20. d Hebrews Tii. 

37. Hebrews x.ll, 12, 14, 18. 
6 See the institution. Matthew xxTi.36, 

Mark xiv.22, 23, 24. Luke xxii.l9, 30, 

Corinthians xi.23 to 27. /Acts zxvii.7. 

thians xi.20. 
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\ V. The outward eleme 

ment, duly set apart to the 
■i Christ have such relation t( 

^ that truly, yet sacrameutal 

sometimes called by the n 
'f. they represent, to wit, the b 

j of Chri8t;A: however in subj 

they still remain truly, and 
wine, as they were before.i 
VI. That doctrine whi 
change of the substance of 
into the substance of Ch 
blood (commonly cal ed tra 
by consecration of a priest, 

I v. ^, h. Because there is 
pearance of a warrant of anv 
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way, is repugnant, not to scripture a- 
lone, but even to common sense and reason; 
overthrows tfie nature of the sacrament; and 
has been, and is the cause of manifold super- 
stitions, yea, of gross idolatries.m 

VII. Worthy receivers, outwardly parta- 
king of the visible elements of this sacra- 
ment,n do then also inwardly by iaith, and 
really indeed, yet not carnally and corporal- 
ly, but spiritually, receive and feed upon 
Christ crucified, and all benefits of his death; 
the body and blood of Christ being then not 
corporally or carnally in, with, or under the 
bread and wine; yet, as really, but spiritually, 
present to the faith of believers in that ordi- 
nance as the elements themselves are, to 
their outward senses.o 

VIII. Although ignorant and wicked men 
receive the outward elements in this sacra- 
ment, yet they receive not the things 
signified thereby; but by their unworthy co- 
ming thereunto are guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord, to their own damnation. 
Wherefore all ignorant and ungodly persons, 
as they are unfit to enjoy communion with 
him, so are they unworthy of the Lord's 
table, . and cannot, without great sin against 
Christ, while they remain such, partake of 



Vf. mActsii.21. 1 Corinthians xi.24, 25.-^ 
Lukexxiv.6, 39. 

Vn. n I Corinthians xi.28. 1 CoTiutKva.^"a 
Y.7, 8. 1 Corinthians x.3, 4, 16. 
4 



CHURCH CI 

THE Lord Jesus, a 
his church, hath there 
ernnient in the hand of 
tict from the civil magis 

11. To these officers 
• dom of heaven are c< 
whereof they have po 
retain and remit sins, t( 
against the impenitent, I 
censures; and to open 
sinners by the ministry 
absolution from censui 
require. 6* 



I. a Isaiah ix.6, 7. 1 
salonians t»12. 1 Corir 
ii.6. 7, 8, 9. John xviii. 
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III. Church censures are necessary for the 
reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren 
for deterring of others from like offences; for 
purging out that leaven which might in- 
fect the whole lump; for vindicating the hon- 
or of Christ, and the holy profession of the 
gospel; and for preven'ing the wrath of God 
which might justly fall upon the Church, if 
they should suffer this covenant, and the 
seals thereof to be profaned by notorious and 
obstinate offenders.c 

IV. For the better attaining of these ends, 
the officers of the church are to proceed by 
admonition, suspension from the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper for a season, and by ex- 
communication from the church, according 
to the nature of the crime, and demerit of the 
person.d 

III. e 1 Corin. chap. v. 1 Timothy v.20. — 
Matthew Tii.6. 1 Timothy i.20. Jude ver. 23. 
1 Corinthians xi.27. 

IV. d 1 Thessalonians v. 12. 2 Thessalonl- 
ans iii.6, 14. 1 Corinthians v.4, 5, 13. Mat- 
thew xviii.l7. Titus iii.lO. 

also signifies the Gospel Dispensation; and in the 
passsage from whence the above is derived, it 
signifies the visible church. All that is meant 
by the article, is that the officers of the visible 
church have the power to admit members into its 
comronnion-^to expel the disorderly, and te re- 
store those who, in the judgment of charity, have 
repented of their sins. This power is exercised 
by the officers of every evangelical church upon 
earth, and all refer to the passages quoted in the 
noteB, attached to this article* fot iVievt ^\i\!tx<vi\V3 » 
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churches, by virtue of th€ 
power which Christ hath^ 
ideation, and not for dcstr 
such assemblies;^ and to cc 
them,as often as they shall 
for the good of the church. 
II. It belongeth to sync 
ministerially, to determine 
faith, and cases of conscie 
rules and directions for tlie 
the public worship of God, 
of his church; to receive cc 
of mal-ad ministration, and 
determine the same; which 
terminations, if consonant 
God, are to be received w 
submission, not only for 
with the word, but also for 
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may en*, and many have erred; therefore 
tliey are not to be made the rule of faith or 
practice, but to be used as an help in both.c 
IV. Synods and councils are to handle or 
conclude nothing, but that which is ecclesias- 
tical; and are not to intermeddle with civil af- 
fairs, which concern the commonwealth, un- 
less by way of humble petition, in cases ex- 
traordinary; or by way of advice for satisfac- 
tion of conscience, if they be thereunto re- 
, quired by the civil magistrate j/* 

III. « Act3xvii.ll. 1 Corinthiars ii.5. 2 Cor- 
inthians i.24. Ephesians ii.20. 

IV. / Luke xii.13, 14. John 18.36. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE STATE OF MAN AFTER DEATH, AND TJE 
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 

THE bodies of men, after death, return 
to dust, and see corruption;^ but their souls, 
(which neither die nor sleep) having an im- 
mortal subsistence, immediately return to 
God who gave them.6 The souls of the right- 
eous, being then made perfect in holiness, 
a re received into the highest heavens, where 
they behold the face of God* in light and 
glory, waiting for the full redemption of their 
bodies. c And the souls of the wicked are 
cast into hell, where they remain in tor- 



I.a Grnesis 3.19. ^cts 13.36. i Luke 23. 
43. Ecclesiasties 12.7. c Hebrews 12.23. — 
Philippians 1.23. 1 John 3.2. 2 Coivtv\.>cy\x;\ya 
SiA. (5. 8. 
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Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, 
words and deeds, and to receive according 
to what they have done in the body, wheth- 
er good or evil.rf 

II. The end of God's appointing this day 
is for the manifestation of the glory ol his 
mercy, in the eternal salvation of the belie- 
ver;^ and of his justice, in the damnation oi 
the reprobate, who are wicked and disobe- 
dient/ For then shall the righteous go into 
everlasting life, and receive that fulness of 
joy and refreshing which shall come from 
the presence of the Lord.g" But th« wicked 
who know not God, and obey not the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal tor- 
ments, and be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.A 

IIL As Christ would have us to be cer- 
tainly persuaded that there shall be a day of 
judgment, both to^deter all men from sin, and 
for the greater consolation of the godly in 
their adversity ;i so will he have that day un- 
known to men, that they may shake off all 
carnal security, and be always watchful, 

d 2 Corinthians 5.10. Ecclesiasties 12.14. — 
Romans 2.16. Romans 14.10, 12. Matthew 
12.^6, 37. 

II. e Matthew 25.21. /Romans 2.5,6. 2 Thes- 
ealonians 1.7, 8« Romans 9.32. g Matthew 
25.31, 32, 33, 34. Acts 3.19. 2 Thessalonians 
1.7. h Matthew 25.41, 46. 2 Thessalonians 
1.9. Isaiah 66.24. 

III. 1 1 Peter 3. 11, 14. 2 Corinthians 5.11^ 
t Thessalontaos 1.5, 6^ 7. LulVlq ^V«sn ^^^ 
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Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

Question. What is the chief end of man? 

Answer. Man's chief end is to glorify 
God and enjoy him forever. 

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to di- 
rect us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 

A. The word of God which is contained 
in the scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, is the only rule to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy him. 

Q. 3. What do the scriptures principally 
teach? ^ 

A. The scriptures principally teach what 
man is to believe concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man. 

Q. 4. What is God? 

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness and truth. 

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 

A. There is but one only, the living and 
true God. 

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the 
Godhead? 

A. There are three persons in the God- 
head; the Father, the Son, and >}ci^ "^^^^ 
4* 
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him to eat of the tree of knowleclffe of ffood 
and evil, upon pain of death. 

Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in 
the estate wherein they were created? 

A. Our first parents being left to the free- 
dom of their own will, fell from the estate 
wherein they were created, by sinning 
against God. 

Q. 14. What is sin? 

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or 
transgression of the law of God. 

Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our 
first parents fell from the estate wherein 
they were created? 

A. The sin whereby our first parents fell 
from the estate wherein they were created, 
was their covetmg and eating the forbidden 
fruit. 

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam's 
first transgression? 

A. The covenant being made with Adam, 
not only for himself, but for his posterity, all 
mankind descending from him by ordinary 
generation, sinned in him, and fell with him 
in his first transgression. 

Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring 
mankind? 

A. The fall brought mankind into an es- 
tate of sin and misery. 

Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of 
^at estate whereinto man fell? 

A. The sinfulness of that estate, wherein- 
to man fell, consists in Adam's first sin, the 
want of original righteousness, and the cor- 
ruptioD of his whole nature^ v?VkVi\v Sa <iwsx- 
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Q. 20. Did God leave a 
ish in the estate of sin and 

A. No; God, out of his 
ure and love, did provide 
mankind, by giving his 
atonement for them, that 
should not perish, hut havi 

Q. 21 Who is the Re 
elector true believer? 

A. The only Redeemer 
true believer, is the Lord , 
being the eternal Son of C 
and so was and continuel 
man, in two distinct natur€ 
forever. 

Q. 22. How did Christ 
God, become man? 

A. Christ, the Son of G 
by taking to himself a true 
enable fouI, being conceivf 
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king, both in his estate of humiliation and ex- 
altation. 

Q. 24. How (loth Christ execute the of- 
fice of a prophet? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a pro- 
phet, in revealing to us, by his word and 
Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 

Q« 25. How doth Christ execute the of- 
fice of a priest? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest 
in his once offering up himself a sacrifice to 
satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to 
God, and making contmual intercessions for 
us. 

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the of- 
fice of a king? 

A. Christ executeth tlie office of a king 
in subduing us to himself, in ruhng and de- 
fending us and in restraining and conquer- 
incr all his and our enemies. 

Q. 27. Wherein did Christ's humiliation 
consist? 

A. Chr'st's humiliation consisted in his 
being born, and that in alow condition, made 
under the law, undergoing the miseries of 
this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed 
death of the cross; in being buried and 
continuing under the power of death for a 
time. 

Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ's exal- 
tation? 

A. Christ's exaltation consisteth in his 
rising again from the dead on the third da.v ^ 
in ascending up into heaven, \vi byX^vcv^ ^\. ^^ 
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whereby we are received into the number, 
and have a right to all the privileges of the 
sons of God. 

Q. 35. What is sanctification? 

A. Sanctification is the work of God's 
free grace, whereby we are renewed in the 
whole man after the image of God, and are 
enabled more and more to die unto sin, and 
live unto righteousness. 

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this 
life do accompany or flow from justification, 
adoption and sanctification? 

A. The benefits which in this life do ac- 
company or flow from justification, adoption 
and sanctification, are, assurance of God's 
love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance 
therein to the end. 

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive 
from Christ at their death? 

A. The souls of believers are at their 
death made perfect in holiness, and do im- 
mediately pass into glory; and their bodies 
being still united to Uhnst, do rest in their 
graves till the resurrection. 

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive 
from Christ at the resurrection? 

A. At the resurrection, believers, being 
raised up to glory, shall be openly acknowl- 
edged and acquitted in the day of judgment* 
and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoy- 
ing of Ood to all eternity. 

Q. 39. What is the duty which God t«- 
quirethofman? 
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A. The first commaiKlment requireth us 
to know, and acknowledge God to be the 
only true God; and our God; and to worship 
and gloryfy him accordingly. 

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first com- 
mandment? 

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the 
denying, or not worshipping and glorifying 
the true God, as God, and our God; and the 
giving that worship and glory to any other, 
which is due to him alone. 

Q. 48. What are we specially taught by 
these words (before me) in the first com- 
mandment? 

A. These words (before me) in the first 
commandment, teach us, that God, who 
seeth all things, taketh notice of, and is much 
displeased with the sin of having any other 
God. 

Q. 49. Which is the second command- 
ment? 

A. The second commandment is. Thou 
shah not make unto thee' any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heav- 
en above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth; thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them. For I the Lord thy God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate me; 
and shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Q. 50. What is required in tlie second 
commandment? 



commandtnenif 

A. The second commandmen 
the worshipping of God by ims 
other way not appointed in his \ 

Q. 52. What are the reasons 
the second commandment? 

A. The reasons annexed to 
commandment, are God's sovei 
us, his propriety in us, and the j 
to his own worship, 

Q. 53. Which is the thirc 
ment? 

A* The third commandme 
shalt not take the name of the 1 
in vain: for the Lord will not h 
less that taketh his name in vs 

Q. 54. What is required 
commandment? 

A. The third commandr 
the holy and reverend use o' 
**-'^iites, ordinances, \ 
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mandment is, That however the breakers of 
this commandment may escape punishment 
from men, yet the Lord our God will not 
suffer them to escape his righteous judg- 
ment. 

Q. 57. Which is the fourth command- 
ment? 

A. The fourth commandment is, Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six 
days shah thou labor and do all thy work, 
but the seventh day is tie Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy man-servant, nor thy maid- servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates. For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the^sea and all that in them 
is and rested the seventh day; where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it. 

Q- 58. What is required in the fourth 
commandment? 

A. The fourth commandment requireth 
the keeping holy to God, such set times as 
he hath appointed in his word; expressly 
one whole day in seven, to be a holy sabbath 
to himself. 

Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath 
God appointed to be the weekly, sabbath? 

A. From the beginning of the world to 
the resurrection of^ Christ, God appointed 
the seventh day of the week to be the week- 
ly sabbath; and the first day of the week, 
ever since, to continue to the end of the 
world, which \s ^e Christiati s^\A)^^» 
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preserving the honor and performing the 
duties belonging to every one in their sev- 
eral places and relations, as superiors, infe- 
riors or equals. 

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth cora- 
mandment? 

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth 
the neglecting of, or doing any thing against 
the honor and duty which belongeth to eve- 
ry one in their several places and relations. 

Q. 66, What is the reason annexed to 
the fifth commandment? 

A. The reason annexed to the fifth com- 
mandment is, a promise of long life and 
prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God's 
glory and their own goodj to all such as 
keep this commandment. 

Q. 67. Which is the sixth commandment? 

A. The sixth commandment is. Thou 
shalt not kill. 

Q. 68. What is required in the sixth 
commandment? 

A. The sixth commandment requireth 
all lawful endeavors to preserve our own life 
and the life of others. 

Q. 69. What is forbidden in the sixth 
commandment? 

A. The sixth commandment forbiddeth 
the taking away of our own life, or the life 
of our neighbor unjustly, or whatsoever 
tendeth thereunto. 

Q. 70. What is the seventh command- 
ment? 

A. The'seventh commandment is. Thou 
shultict commit adultry. 



all unchaste thoughts, wo 

Q. 73. Which is the 
ment? 

A. The eighth comm: 
shalt not steal. 

Q. 74. What is. requ 
commandment? 
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the lawful procuring '\ 
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others. 
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ward estate. 
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tween man and man, and of our own and our 
neighbor's good name, especially in witness 
bearing. 

Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth 
commandment? 

A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth 
whatsoever is prejudicial to truth, or injuri- 
ousto our own or our neighbor's good name. 

Q. 79. Which is the tenth commandment? 

A. The tenth commandment is, Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shah not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his 
ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbour's. 

Q. 80. What is required in the tenth 
commandment? 

A. The tenth commandment requireth 
full contentment with our own condition,, 
with 'a rightand charitable frame of spirit 
towards our neighbor, ^arKd all that is his. 

Q. 81. What it'il^jri^en in the tenth 
coramtkidment? 

A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth 
all discontentment with our own estate, en- 
vying or grieving at the good of our neigh- 
bour, and all inordinate motions or affections 
to anything that is his, 

Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keep 
the moral law? 

A. No. 

Q. 83. Aret^ll the transgressions of the law 
equally heinous? 

A. Some sins in themselves, ttsA Vj "^^ 
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Q. 89. How is the word made effectual 
to salvation? 

A. The spirit of God maketh the reading, 
but especially the preaching of the word, an 
effectual means of convicting and converting 
sinners, and of building them up in holi- 
ness, and comfort through faith unto salva- 
tion. 

Q, 90. How is the word to be read and 
heard, that it may become effectual to salva- 
tion? 

A, That the word may become effectual to 
salvation, we must attend thereunto with dil- 
igence, preparation and prayer; receive it 
with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts 
and practice it in our lives. 

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become 
effectual means of salvation? 

A. The sacraments becorre effectual 
means of salvation, not from any virtue in 
them, or in him that doth administer them, 
but only by the blessing of Christ, and the 
working of his spirit in them that by faith 
receive them. 

Q. 92. What is a sacrament? 

A. A sacrament is an holy ordinance in- 
stituted by Christ, wherein by sensible signs, 
Christ and the benefits of the new covenant 
are represented, sealed and applied to believ- 
ers. 

Q. 93. ^hich are the sacr2ments of the 
New Testament? 

A. The sacraments of the N^ew Tes- 
tament are baptism and the Lord's Suqi^qi. 

Q. 94. What is baptism? 
5 



J the Lord's. 

Q. 95. To whom is baptism to be a 
3red'f 

A. Baptism is not to be administ 
iny who are out of the visible chui 
ihey profess their faith in Christ, anc 
cnco to him, but the infants of such 
members of the visible church, arc 
baptized. 

Q. 96. Wliat is the Lord's Supp 

A. The Lord's Supper is a sai 
wlierein by giving and receiving bi 
wine according to Christ's appointr 
death is shewed forth; and the wor^ 
vers are,not after a corporeal and ea 
ner, but by faith made partakers of 
and blood, with all his" benefits, to 
:*'im1 nourishment and growth in f 
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unto God, for things agreeable to his will in 
the name of Christ, with confession of our 
dins, and thankful acknowledgment of his 
mercies. 

Q. 99. what rule hath God given for our 
direction in prayer? 

A. The whole word of God is of use to di- 
rect us in prayer, but the special rule of di- 
rection is that form of prayer which Christ 
taught his disciples, commonly called The 
Lord's Prayer, 

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the 
Lord's prayer teach us? 

A. The preface of the Lord's prayer, 
which is [Our Father which art in heaven) 
teacheth us to draw near to God with all ho- 
ly reverence and confidence, as children to 
a father, able and ready to help us, and that 
we should pray with and for others. 

Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first 
petition? 

A. In the first petition, which is (Hallow- 
ed be thy name^) we pray that God would 
enable us and others to glorify him in all 
that whereby he maketh himself known; and 
that he would dispose of all things to his own 
glory. 

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the sec- 
ond petition? 

A. In the second petition, which is, (Thy 
kingdom come,) we pray that Satan's king- 
dom may be destroyed, and that the king- 
dom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and 
others brought into it, and kept in vt| %\A 
that the kingdom of glory may be \kaa\jexk^^. 
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powetf and the glory, forever, ^men.) 
teacheth us to take our encouragement in 
prayer from God only, and in our prayers to ~ 
praise him, ascribing kingdom, power and 
glory to him; and in testimony of our desire 
and assurance to be heard, we say, Amen, 

THE TEN COMMANDMENS. 

EXODUS XX. 

GOD spake all thes^ words, saying, 1 am 
the Lord thy God. which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 

I. Thou shalt have no other Gods before 
me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any thing, 
that is in heaven abovje, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the wa'er under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them nor serve them: For I, the Lord thy 
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me, and showing meYcy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my command- 
ments. 

III. Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain: For the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath-day to keep 
it lioly. Six days shalt thou labot ^w^ ^^ 
all ihv work. But the sevenvYi (Wv '\& ^^ 



and hallowed it. 

V. Honor thy Father an 
thy days may be long up 
the Lord thy God giveth t 

VI. Thou shalt not kill 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE General Assembly of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church, judging it expe- 
dient to ascertam and fix the system of union 
and the form of Government and discipline 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
these United States, under their eare; have 
thought proper t<f lay down, by way of in- 
troduction, a few of the general principles 
by wh'ch they have heretofore been govern- 
ed, and which are the ground work of the 
following plan. This, it is hoped, will, in 
some measure, prevent those rash miscon- 
structions, and uncandid reflections, which 
usually proceed trom an imperfect view of 
any subject; as well as make the several 
parts of the system plain, and the whole plan 
petspieuous and fully understood. 

The General Assembly are, unanimously 
of opinion: 

I. Thai ''God alone is Lot^ oi ^^ cA\ir 
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ty, and at the same time 
to all others. 
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act, to censure, or cast out t(ie erroneous and 
scandalous; observing, in all cases, the rules 
contained in the word of God. 

IV. That truth is in order to goodness- 
and the greater touchstone of truth, its ten- 
dency to promote holiness; according to our 
Saviour's rule, "by their fruits ye shall 
know them." And that no opinion can be 
either more pernicious or more absurd, than ' 
that which bringeth truth and falsehood upon 
a level, and represents it as of no conse- 
quence what a man's opinions are. On the 
contrary, they are persuaded that there is an 
inseparable connection between faith and 
practice, truth and duty. Otherwise, it 
would be of no consequence either to discov- 
er truth, or to embrace it. 

V. That while under the conviction of the 
above principle, they think it necessary to 
make effectual provision, that all who are ad- 
mitted as Teachers,be sound in the faith; tliey 
also believe, that there are truths and forms, 
with respect to which men of good charac- 
ters and principles may differ: And in all 
these, they think it the duty both of private 
christians and societies, to exercise mutual 
forbearanrffe towards each other. 

VI. That though the character, qualifica- 
tions, and authority of church officers, as 
laid down in the holy scriptures, as well as 
the proper method of their investiture and 
institution, yet the election of the persons to 
the exercise of this authority, in any partic- 
ular society, is in that society. 

VJL That all church nnwer. -wYveWxe^t e,iL- 
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Now though it will e? 
all synods and council 
frailty insepaiable fron 
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claim of making laws, 
judging upon laws aire 
mow to all who profes! 
this right, as necessity 
ent state, be lodged w 
VIII. Lastly, Th^X 
lural and rational prir 
adhered to, the vigor 
discipline will contri^ 
happiness of any chui 
tical discipline must be 
ture in its object, and 
evil effects, it can deri 
but from its own justic 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CHURCH* 

Sec. 1. ' JESCJS CHRIST, who is no^v 
exalted, far above all principality and pow- 
er,a hath erected in this world a kingdom^ 
which is his church,6 

n. The universal church consists of all 
those persons in every nation, together with 
their children, who make prof ssion of the 
holy religion of Christ, and of submission 
to his laws.c 

HI. As this immense multitude cannot 
meet together in one place, to hold commu- 
nion, or to worship God, it is reasonable 
and warranted by scripture example^ that 
they should be divided into many particular 
churches.d 

IV. A psrlicular ehurch consists of a 
number of professing christians, with their 

I. a Ephesians i.90, 21. Psalm Ixviii.lQ. — 
h Psalm ii.6. Daniel vii.l4. Ephesians {.22^ 
23. 

II. e Revelations v.9. Acts ii.39. 1 Corin- 
thians i.2. 2 Corinthians ix.l3. 

HI. d Galatians i.21, 22. Revc\;^\\ow% \A<k 
6 A. Tt^val^tinnR ii.l. 



Vi. »5. To whom is 
tered? 

A. Baptism is not ( 
any who are out of H 
"ley profess their faith 

ence to him, but the in 
members of the visibl, 
baptized. 

Q- QS- What is the 
A. The Lord's Sup 
wherem by giving and 

wme according to Chris 
death IS shewed forth: ai 
vers are.not after a corpc 
"^'i',';"* by faith made p 

and^blood, with all his- b 
itual nourishment and m 

Q; .97. What is reou 
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unto God, for things agreeable to his will in 
the name of Christ, with confession of our 
sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his 
mercies. 

Q. 99. what rule hath God given for our 
direction in prayer? 

A. The whole word of God is of use to di- 
rect us in prayer, but the special rule of di- 
rection is that form of prayer which Christ 
taught his disciples, commonly called The 
Lord^a Prayer. 

Q. 100. What doth the preface of the 
Lord's prayer teach us? 

A. The preface of the Lord's prayer, 
which is {Our Father which art in heaven) 
teacheth us to draw near to God with all ho- 
ly reverence and confidence, as children to 
a father, able and ready to help us, and that 
we should pray with and for others. 

Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first 
petition? 

A. In the first petition, which is (Hallow^ 
ed be thy name,) we pray that God would 
enable us and others to glorify him in all 
that whereby he maketh himself known; and 
that he would dispose of all things to his own 
glory. 

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the sec- 
ond petition? 

A. In the second petition, which is, (Thy 
kingdom come,) we pray that Satan's king- 
dom may be destroyed, and that the king- 
dom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and 
others brought into it, and kept \ti vV| veA 
that the kingdom of glory may be ^^^^^^ 




uu m neaven. 

Q. 104. What do we pr 
petition? 

A. In the fourth petitior 
U8 this day our daily bre 
of God's free gift we may 
tent portion of the good 
and enjoy his blessing wit 

Q. 105. What do we pi 
petition? 

A. In the fifth petition, 
forgive us our debts as we 
ors^) we pray that God, 
would freely pardon all oui 
are the rather encouras^ed tc 
his grace we are enabled f 
forgive others. 

Q. 106. Whatdoweorj 
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power, and the glory, forever, Amen,) 
teacheth us lo take our encouragement in 
prayer from God only, and in our prayers to 
praise him, ascribing kingdom, power and 
glory to him; and in testimony of our desire 
and assurance to be heard, we say, Amen. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENS. 

EXODUS XX. 

GOD spake all thes^ words, saying, I am 
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 

I. Thou shalt have no other Gods before 
me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 

graven image, or any likeness of any thing, 

hat is in heaven abovje, or that is in the earth 

>eneath, or that is in the wa'er under the 

arlh. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 

lem nor serve them: For I, the Lord thy 

od, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 

the fathers upon the children unto the 

ird and fourth generation of them that hate 

!, and showing meYcy unto thousands of 

m that love me, and keep my command- 

nt8. 

II. Thou shalt not take the name of the 
1 thy God in vain: For the Lord will 
hold him guiltless that taketh hia name 
tin. 

'. Remember the Sabbath-day to kee^j 
y. Six days shalt thou \a\aot ^w^ &o 
/ work. But the seveuvYi ^^^ '^^ ^^ 



i 
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and hallowed it. 

V. Honor thy Father and 
thy days may be long upor 
the Lord thy God giveth th( 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not comi 

VIII. Thou shalt not stea 
i. IX. Thou shalt not be 

against thy neighbor. 

X. Thou shalt not covet 
house, thou shalt not •covel 
wife, nor his man-servant, i 
vant, nor his ox, nor his asi 
that is thy neighbor's. 

THE LORD'S PR 

', MATTHEW V] 

I OUR Father which art in 

^ ed be thy name: Thy kingc 



FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

AND 

DISCIPLINE 

OF THE 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 



INTRODUCTION, 

THE General Assembly of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church, judging it expe- 
dient to ascertam and fix the system of union 
and the form of Government and discipline 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
these United States, under their eare; have 
thought proper t<f lay down, by way of in- 
troduction^ a few of the general principles 
by wh'ch they have heretofore been govern- 
ed, and which are the ground work of the 
following plan. This, it is hoped, will, in 
some measure, prevent those rash miscon- 
structions, and uncandid reflections, which 
usually proceed trom an imperfect view of 
any subject; as well as make the several 
parts of the system plain, and the whole plan 
perspieuous and fully understood. 

The General Assembly are, uaaaimouslY 
of opinion: 

L That **God alone is Loid ol Oae cow- 






tion added by the civil pow< 
may be necessary for protci 
ty, and at the same time equ 
to all others. 

11. That, in perfect cons 
above principle of comm< 
christian church, or union, ( 
particular churches, is entitl 
terms of admission into ils c 
the qualifications of the min 
bers, as well as the whole s) 
nal government, which Ch! 
ted. That, in the exercise < 
may, notwithstanding, err, 
t3rms of communion eithei 
narrow; yet, even in this a 
infringe upon the liberty, 
others, but only make an 
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act, tn cennire, or cast out tbe erroneoas an< 
srandaloua; obBcrvJDg, io all cases, the nilef 
contained in the woni ofGod. 

IV, That Iruih is in order to goodness- 
and the greater touchstone of truth, its ten- 
dency to promote holiness; according to our 
Saviour's rule, "by their fruits ye shall 
know them." And that no opinion can be 
either more pernicious or more absurd, than 
that which bringelh truth and faisehood upon 
a level, and represents it as of no conse- 
quence what « man's opinions are. On the 
contrary, they are persuaded that there is an 
inseparable connection between f»ith and 
practice, truth and duty. Otherwise, it 
would be of no consequence either to discov- 
er truth, or to embrace it. 

Y. That while under the conviction of the 

above principle, they think it necessary to 

make elTectual provision, that all who are ad- 

nitled as Teachers.be soand in the faith; tliey 

Iso believe, that there are truths and forms, 

'ith respect to which men of good charac- 

>rs and principles may differ: And in all 

ese, ihey think it the duty both of private 

rislians and societies, to exercise mutual 

■bearanA towards each other, 

VI. That though the character, qoalifica- 

IS, and authority of church officers, as 

\ down in the holy scriptures, as well as 

proper method of their investiture and 

itulion, yet the election of the persons to 

jxercise of this authority, in any partic- 



authority ; and that all their d 

be founded upon the revealed 

Now though it will easily be 

all synods and councils may c 

frailty insepaiable from huma 

is much greater danger, fron 

claim of making laws, than fr 

judging upon laws already m 

mow to all who profess the gc 

this right, as necessity requir 

ent state, be lodged with falli 

VIII. Zas%,Thatifthep 

lural and rational principles 

adhered to, the vigor and st 

discipline will contribute to 

happiness of any church. S 

tical discipline must be purely i 

ture in its object, and not atte 

evil effects, it can derive no fi 

but from its own justice, the 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CHURCH. 

Sec. 1. • JESUS CHRIST, who is now 
exalted, far above all principality and povv- 
er,a hath erected in this world a kingdon), 
which is his church,6 

n. The universal church consists of all 
those persons in every nation, together with 
their children, who make prof ssion of the 
holy religion of Christ, and of submission 
to his laws.c 

HI. As this immense multitude cannot 
meet together in one place, to hold commu- 
nion, or to worship God, it is reasonable 
and warranted by scripture example^ that 
they should be divided into many particular 
churches.c? 

IV. A psrlicular ehurch consists of a 
number of professing christians, with their 

I. a Ephesians i.30, 21. Psalm lxviii.l8. — 
h Psalm ii.6. Daniel vii.I4. f^phesians i.2-2» 
23. 

II. c Revelations v.f>. Acts ii.39. 1 Corin- 
thians i.2. 2 Corinthians ix.l3. 

III. d Galatians i.21, 22. R,e^c\^\.\Q:^% \x\^ 
2(X Revehtion^ iiA. 
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CHAPTE 

THE OFFICERS OF ■; 

OUR blessed Lord, at 
church out of differeJ^^ 
*t into one body,6 by th 
endued ..ith n/r'acuts' 
long since ceased.c Th^ 

Petnal officers, in-'the'i 
or Pastors,rf the represent 
Pje. usual,, styled R^uH„7 

Matthew X.1, 7, g. j f 
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7*heperson who Jills this office, hath in the 
scripture, obtaioed different names expres- 
pressive of his various duties. As he has 
the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is 
termed bishop.6 As he feeds them with 
spiritual food, he is termed Pastor,^ As he 
serves Christ in his church, he is termed 
minister.cf As it is his duty to be grave and 
prudent, and an example of the flock, and 
to govern well In the house and kingdom of 
Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder.6 As 
he is the messenger of God, he is termed 
the angel of the church^ As he is sent to 
declare the will of God to sinners, and to 
beseech them to be reconciled to God thro' 
Christ, he is termed ambassador.g* And, as 
he dispenses the manifold grace of God, and 
the ordinances instituted by Christ, he is 
termed steward of the mysteries of God.A 

b Acts XX.28. c Jeremiah iii.l5. 1 Peter v. 
2, 3, 4. d I Corinthians iv.l. 2 Corinthians 
iii.6. e 1 Peter v.l. Titus i.5. 1 Timothy v. 
1, 17, 19. / Malachi ii.l. Rev. i.SO.Rev. ii.l. 
Revelation iii.l, 7* g 2 Corinthians v.20. — 
Ephesians vi.20. ALukexii.42. 1 Corinthians 
iv.l, 2. 



CHAPTER IV. 

RULING ELDERS. 



RULING elders are properly the repre- 
sentatives of the people, choseu by xVv^ta l^x 
the purpose of exercising govevumexiX. ^w^ 



\ 



a 1 Timothy v. 17. Romj 
XV.25.- b 1 Cor. xiL28. 



CHAPTER 

DEACON9. 

THE scriptures dearly p 
as distinct officers in the 
business it is to take care o 
to distribute among them the 
may be raised for their use 
so may be properly commit 
meut of the temporal aj9airs 

a Philippians i.l. 1 Timot 
& Acts vi.l, 2« c Acts vi.S, 5. 
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prayer,^ singing praises,c readings? ex- 
iindinge and preaching the word of Godyf 
3lic solemn fasting and thanksgiving, »• 
echising,^ making collection for the poor, 
I other pious purposes,! exercising dis- 
line,A; and blessing the people./ 

' A(!ts vi:4. 1 Timothy ii.1. c Co1ossian« 
16. Psalm ix.ll. Ephesians v.l9. Colos- 
ns iv.l6. d Acts xv.21. Luke iv. 16. — 
itus i.9. Acts X.42. Acts xxviii.33. Luke 
V.47. 2 Timothy iv.2. Acts ix.20. /Mat- 
w xxviii.l9, 20. Mark xvi.15, 16. 1 Cor- 
[lians xi.23, 24,25, 26. 1 Corinthians x.l6. 
juke V.35. Psalm 50.14. Philippians iv.6. 
^mothy ii.l. h Hebrews ▼.12. t 1 Conn- 
fins XVI. 1, 2, 3, 4. Galatians ii.lO. k He- 
ws xiii. 17. 1 Thessalonians V.12, 13. 12 
fiotbians xiii.l4. Ephesians xiii.2. 



CHAPTER VL 

URCH GOVERNMENT AND THE SEVERAL 
KINDS OF JUDICATORIES. 

IT is absalutely necessary that the govern- 
nt of the church, be exercised under 
ne certain and definite form;aand we hold 

be expedient and agreeable to scriptuie 

1 the practice of the primitive christians, 
it the church be governed by congrega- 
nal, presbyterial and sy nodical assemblies, 
full consistency wMth this belief, we em- 
ice, in the spirit of charity, those cWva- 



and declarauve.u x nxj ^^ 

requiring obedience to the laws 
and of excluding the disobedient 
derly, from the privileges of the 
To give efficiency, however, to th 
rj and scriptural authority, they 
powers requisite for obtaining ev 
inflicting censure. They can 
them any offender against the 
government of the church, Tl 
quire members of their own so( 
pear and give testimony on thi 
the highest punishment to which 
ority extends, is to exclude the c( 
and impenitent from the congreg 
lievers.e 



1. b Acts XV.5, 6. 
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termor mini8ters,a and elders of a particu- 
r congre^tion. In a vacant congregation 
;€ elders alone shall form the session when 
minister cannot conveniently attend, and 
lall be convened when any two elders shall 
mcur in calling them together. 

II. The church session is competent to 
le spiritual government of the congrega- 
>n;6 For which purpose, they have pow- 
' to inquire into the knowledge and chris- 
in conduct of the members of that church;c 
I call before them the offenders and witnes- 
?9, being members of their own society, 
id to introduce witnesses from other so- 
eties or denominations, or elsewhere, 
hen it may be necessary, to bring the pro- 
;8s to issue; and when they can be procur- 
1 to attend, to admonish, to rebuke, to sus- 
3nd, or exclude from the sacraments, those 
ho are found to deserve the censure of the 
iurch;c? to concert the best measures for 
romoting the spiritual interest of the con- 
regation, and to appoint delegates to the 
igher judicatories of the church.e 

III, The minister hath a right to con- 
sne the session when he mayjudge it requi- 
\je/ And he ought, in all cases, to con- 



I. a 1 Corinthians v. 4. . 

II. h Hebrews xiii.17. 1 Thessalonians v. 
J, 13. 1 Timothy v. 17. c Ezekiel xxxiv.4 — . 
1 Thessalonians v.l2, 13. 2 Thessalonians 
i.6, 14, 15. 1 Corinlhians xi.27, to theeivd. 
Acts XV.2, 6. 



I CHAPTER IX. 

THE FRESBYTERIAL ASS! 

THE church being dividei 
;- separate congregations, these 

li counsel and assistance, in ord( 

;■' soundness of doctrine, and reg 

ciphne; and to enter into comn 
for the promoting of knowledo 
and for the preventing of the'e 
of infidelity and error.a He 
importance and usefulness ol 
and synodical assemblies.^ 

n. A presbytery consists ol 
isters, and one ruling elder fr( 
gregation, within a certain dist 
III- Every congregation, 

oAfildH «>rict/-tr line o I'lnrlif' to Vi 



i 
1 




'egiate church, by two or more eMen, in 
proportion to its ministera. Where there 
are two or more cnngrBgatiooB united under 
one pastor, all such congregations shall have 
but one elder to represent them. Every 
congregation that haa not a settled minister, 
consisting of thirty members in communion 
or more, and ta willing to support the gos- 
pel according as God has prospered them, 
shall be entitied to be represented by a ru- 
ling elder in this judicatory. And where 
there are two or more such congregations 
nnited, and in their united capacity, are of 
the description aforesaid, then such united 
congregations may be represented by one 
elder. Every elder not known to the pres- 
bytery, shall produce a cei'tiGcate of his reg- 
ular appointment from the church which he * 
represents, e 

IV. Any three ministers, and as many el- ' 
ders as may be present belongfing lo the pres- 
bytery, being met at the time and place ap- 
pointed, shall be a judicatory, competent to 
the dispatch of business; notwithstanding 
the absence of the other members. rj 

V. The presbytery have cognizance of 
all things, thai regard the welfare of the par- 
ticular churches within their bound:4, which 
are not cognizable by the session. e They 
have also the power of receiving and issumg 

II. e Acts xv.l, 3, 3, 4, 5, G. 1 Corinthiana 
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is much greater danger, fror 
claim of making laws, than f 
judging upon laws already ra 
moil to all who profess the g< 
this right, as necessity requii 
ent state, be lodged with falli 
VIII. Zas//y, Thatifthep 
tural and rational principles 
adhered to, the vigor and st 
discipline will contribute to 
happiness of any church. Si 
lical discipline must be purely i 
ture in its object, and not atte 
5|j evil ejSects, it can derive no fc 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CHURCH* 

Sec. 1. • JESUS CHRIST, who is now 
exalted, far above all principality and povv- 
er,a hath erected in this world a kingdon)^ 
which is his church,6 

n. The universal church consists of all 
those persons in every nation, together with 
their children, who make prof« ssion of the 
holy religion of Christ, and of submission 
to his laws.c 

HI. As this immense multitude cannot 
meet together in one place, to hold commu- 
nion, or to worship God, it is reasonable 
and warranted by scripture example^ that 
they should be divided into many particular 
churches.c? 

IV. A p2r:icular ehurch consists of a 
number of professing christians, with their 



I. a Ephesians 1.30, 21. Psalm lxviii.l8. — 
h Psalm ii.6. Daniel vii.I4. Ephesians i.22, 
23. 

II. c Revelations v»f>. Acts ii.39. 1 Corin- 
thians 1.2. 3 Corinthians ix.l3. 

III. d Galatians 1.21, 2^. lle^e\^<\Q;<Ei% \x\^ 



15, 16. y Hebrews viu.ii. v;iaitt%s— 
CHAPTER 11. 

THE OFFICERS OF THE CHU 

OUR blessed Lord, at first coll 
church out of different nations,a a 
it into one body ,6 by the missio 
endued with miraculous gifts, w 
long since ceased.c The ordinar 
petual officers, in the church are, 
or PastorSjrf the representatives c 
pie, usually styled Ruling Elders, 
cons^ 

a Ps^lin ii.8. Revelations vii.9. 
thiansx.n. Eph. iv.l6. (/olos. i.l 
- \T4tjliPvv x.l. 7, 8. d\ Timothy 
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TTteptTton whoJiUt thit qffiee, hath in ihe 
•cripture, obtained different namea expre«- 
preniTB of his various duties. Aa he haa 
the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is 
termed bish6p.6 As he feeds theoi with 
spiritual food, he is termed Fastor.c Ashe 
serves Christ in his church, he is termed 
minister.t^ As it is his duty to be grave and 
prudent, and an example o( the flock, and 
to govern well in the house and kingdom of 
Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder.e As 
he is the messenger of God, he is termed 
the angel of the church/ As he is sent to 
declare the will of God W sinners, and to 
beseech theni to be reconciled to God thro' 
Ohrist, he is termed ambassador.g' And, as 
\e dispenses the manifold grace of God, and 
le ordinances instituted by Christ, he is 
rmed steward of the mysteries of God.A 

'AcU 11.38. tJFremiahiii.15. 1 Peter t. 
1,4. d\ Corinthians iv.l. 3 Corinthians 
■■. 1 1 Peter T.l. Tiius i.5. I Timoihy v. 
7. 19. /Mahclii ii.l. Rev. i.aO.Rev. li.I. 
ilalion iii.l, 7. g 2 Coiinthians v.30. — 
sians vi.SO. ALukexii.43. 1 Corinlhiins 



CHAPTER IV. 

RULINO ELDEXS. 



ING elders are properly the xt^x*-. 
s of the people, chosen Viy ^.\\ftHv ^ot 



«v v/« vs «<•••. 



a 1 Timothy v.l7. Romans xii.7, 
\v.25.- b 1 Cor. xii.28. 



CHAPTER V^. 

DEACON9. 

THE scriptures dearly point o\ 
as distinct officers in the churct 
business it is to take care of the 
to distribute among them the collec' 
may be raised for their use.6 T 
so may be properly committed th 
ment of the temporal aj9airs in th 



a Philippians i.l. 1 Timothy iii 
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are prayer,^ singing praises,c reading^Z ex- 
poundings and preaching the word of Godj/* 
pablic solemn fasting and thanksgiving, ^f 
catechising,^ making collection for the poor, 
and other pious purposes,! exercising dis- 
cipline, A; and blessing the people./ 

6 At:t8 vi:4. 1 Timothy ii.1. c Co1o8sian« 
iii.l6. Psalm ix. 11. Ephesians v.l9. Colos- 
sians iv.I6. c^ Acts X7.2L Luke iv. 16. — 
e Titus i.9. Acts x.4'2. Acts xxviii.33. Luke 
xxiv.47. 2 Timothy iv.2. Acts ix.20. /Mat- 
thew xxviii.l9, 20. Mark xvi.15, 16. 1 Cor- 
inthians xi.23, 24,25, 26. 1 Corinthians x.l6. 
fir Luke V.35. Psalm 50.14. Philippians iy.6. 
i Timothy ii.l. h Hebrews ▼.12. t 1 Corin- 
thians XVI. 1, 2, 3, 4. Galatians ii.lO. k He- 
brews xiii. 17. 1 Thessalonians v,12, 13. /2 
Corinthians xiii.l4. Ephesians xiii.2. 



CHAPTER VL 

CHURCH GOVERNMENT AND THE SEVERAL 
KINDS OF JUDICATORIES. 

IT is absalutely necessary that the govern- 
ment of the church, be exercised under 
some certain and definite form;aand we hold 
it to be expedient and agreeable to scriptuie 
and the practice of the primitive christians, 
that the church be governed by congrega- 
tional,, presbyterial and sy nodical assemblies. 
In full consistency with this belief, we em- 
brtce, in the spirit of charity, xYvo^^ Ocvxva- 
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and of excluding the disol 
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powers requisite for obtain! 

inflicting censure. They 

th-m any offender againsi 
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quire members of their ow 

fu\^^^ g've testimony o 

the highest punishment to M 

onty extends, is to exclude t 

and impenitent from the con 

iievers.c 

I. b Acts XV.5, 6. 

II. c Luke xii.l3, 14. .Inhn 
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ter, or mini8ters,a and elders of a particu- 
r congregation. In a vacant congregation 
ic elders alone shall form the session when 
minister cannot conveniently att .nd, and 
lall be convened when any two elders shall 
mcur in calling them together. 

II. The church session is competent to 
e spiritual government of the congrega- 
>n;6 For which purpose, they have pow- 
' to inquire into the knowledge and chris- 
m conduct of the members of that church;c 

call before them the offenders and witnes- 
»s, being members of their own society, 
id to introduce witnesses from other so- 
eties or denominations, or elsewhere, 
hen it may be necessary, to bring the pro- 
;ss to issue; and when they can be procur- 
1 to attend, to admonish, to rebuke, to sus- 
3nd, or exclude from the sacraments, those 
ho are found to deserve the censure of the 
iurch;cZ to concert the best measures for 
romoting the spiritual interest of the con- 
*egation, and to appoint delegates to the 
igher judicatories of the church.e 

III. The minister hath a right to con- 
me the session when he mayjudge it requi- 
te^/* And he ought, in all cases, to con- 



I. a 1 Connthians v.4. . 
n. b Hebrews xiii.l7. 1 Thessalonians v. 
J, 13. 1 Timothy v.l7. c Ezekiel xxxiv.4. — 
1 Thessalonians v.l2, 13. 2 Tliessalonians 
i.6, 14, 15. 1 Corinthians xi.21, Vo \\\^«i\v^. 
Acts XV.3, 6. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE PRESBYTERIAL ASS! 

THE church being dividet 
separate congregations, these 
counsel and assistance, in ordc 
soundness of doctrine, and reg 
ciphne; and to enter into comn 
for the promoting of knowledo 
and for the preventing of the'e 
of infidelity and error.a He 
importance and usefulness ol 
and synod ical assemblies.^ 

n. A presbytery consists ol 
isters, and one ruling elder fr( 
gregation, within a certain dist 

III- Every congregation, 



'egiale charch, by two or more elders, in 
proportion lo its ministers. Where there 
are two ormore congregations united under 
one pastor, all such congregations shall have 
but one elder to represent (hem. Every 
congregation that has not a settled minister, 
eonsistiag of thirty members in communion 
or more, and is willing to support the gos- 
pel according aa God has prospered ihem, 
shall be entitled to be represented by a ru- 
ling elder in this judicatory. And where 
there are two or more auch congregations 
united, and in their united capacity, are of 
the description aforesaid, then auch united 
congregations may be represented by one 
elder. Every elder not known to the pres- 
bytery, shall produce a cei-tificate of his reg- 
ular appointment from the church which he * 
Tepresenls.c 

IV. Any three ministers, and as many el- ' 
ers as may be present belonging lo the pres- 
ytery, being met ai the time and place ap- 
linied, shall be a judicatory, competent to 
e dispatch of business; notwithslandmg 

» absence of ihe other merobera.rf 

V. The presbytery have cognizance of 
things, that regard tlie welfare of the par- 
lar churches within their hounds, which 

not cognizable by the session.* They 
salso the power of receiving and issuing 



3 ably proposed,! of conde 

; ji opinions, that injure the pu 

the chiirch;A: of visiting pa 

to inquire into their state, 

evils that may have arisen 

uniting or dividincr conofreg 

quest of the people, and ol 

ever pertains to the spiritual 

churches under their care.i 

be the duty of the presbyte 

the synod, licensures, ordi 

iDissinor or receiving of m 

removal of members by d( 

VI. The Pres'/ytery sha 

own adjournment; and whe 

shall require a meeting, i 

tin^e to wliich thejudicator 

ed, the moderator shall, with 

or at the request of two m 

" elders, the eiders beinor "of 
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gatioDi, call a meeting of the presbytery, 
by a circular letter sent to every minister, 
and to the session of every vacant corgrega- 
tion having a right to senil a representative 
totlie judicatory, in due time previous to the 
meeting; which time shall be ascertained 
and recorded by each presbytery, and shall 
not be lees than ten days; and nothing shall 
be transacted; at such special meeting be- 
sides the particular business for which the 
judicatory has been thus convened. 

VII. A teach meeting of the presbytery 
a sermon shall be delivered, if convenieni; 
and every parliciilar session shall be opened 
and concluded with prayer. The roll shall 
be called, and (he meeting recorded by the 
clerk, who shall enter the names of the 
members present and also of those ministers 
who are absent. 

CHAPTER X. 



Sec. I. As a presbytery is the conven- 
tion of the bishops (or ordained ministers) 
and elders witliin a certain district, so a sy- 
nod is a convention of the bishops (or ordain- 
ed ministers) and elders within a larger dis- 
trict, including ihreeor more presbyteries. 

U. It shall be the duly of each minister to 
bring with him an elder to sit in Synod, and 
five ministers with as many elders. Si ^\e- 
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view the presbyteries' book 
ever has been done by presb 
to order; create, divide or dis 
ries, when deemed expedien 
care that presbyteries obser 
tion of the church; make s 
for the benefit of theii whol 
presbyteries and churches i 
as shall be agreeable to the w 
not contradictory to the dec 
eral assembly; and propose 
assembly for their adoptior 
as may be of common 2 
whole church. 

IV. It shall be the dut 
to forward their minutes fo 
succeeding General Assem 

V. At each meeting of 
mon shall be delivered, if 
every particular session sh: 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE OENERAt AgBEMBLY. 

Sec. I. The general assembly is the high- 
est judicatory of the Cumberland PreBbyle- 
rian church, and shall represent in one body 
all ihe particular churches of this denomi- 
nation, and shall bear the style and title of 
the General Assemhly of the Cunibcrlaod 
Presbyterian Church in the United Stales of 
America. 

II. The General Assembly shall consist 
of a delegation of bishops and elders from 
each presbytery in the following propor- 
tion — Tiz, each presbytery shall send one 
minister and one elder, each presbytery con- 
sisting of twelve or more ministers, shall 
send two ministers and two elders, and no 
presbytery shall be entitled to a representa- 
tion of more than two ministers and two el- 
ders, and these delegates thus appointed 
shall bear the tide of commissioners to the 
General Assembly. 

III. Any twelve or more of these com- 
missioners, one half of whom shall be min- 
isters, being met on the^day and at the place 
appointed, shall be competent to form a 
General Assembly and to pioceed to busi- 
aess. 

IV. The General Assembly sbaiV aiwv^. 
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vno o^uuas, presbyteries, 
^ der their care as shall be 

h word of God and the co 

church. 

V. The General Assem 
[J tute the bond of union, p 

^ dence and mutual confident 

{i churches. 

,ji VI. To the Assembly 

power of consulting reason 
in all controversies respecti 
discipline; of reproving war 
testimony against error, in 
morality in practice in any 
tery, or synod; of correspor 
churches; of putting a stop 
contentions and disputations 
al, of recommending and a 
mations of manners, and of 
ity, truth and holiness throu 
ches, and nf ali*>r-;r>/» ->• — • 
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the presbyteries in writing, approving there- 
of. 

VIII. Each presbytery shall appoint its 
commissioners at any presbytery not more 
than eight months previous to the meeting of 
the General Assembly, a certificate of which 
appointment shall be presented to the clerk of 
the meeting of the General Assembly. 

IX. The General Assembly shall meet at 
least once in every two years, their first 
meeting shall|be on the third Tuesday in May, 
1829, at Princeton, Caldwell county, State 
of Kentucky, and then as they may appoint; 
and if there be not a quorum present they 
shall have power to adjourn from day to day« 
till a sufficient number shall have met to con- 
stitute a General Assembly. 

X. On the day to which the General As- 
sembly stands adjounied, the moderator of 
the last General Assembly, if present, or in 
case of his absence, the senior minister 
present shall open the meeting by delivering 
a sermon, implore the divine blessing, and 
preside as moderator, till a moderator and 
clerk be chosen » 

XL The General Assembly shall not in- 
fringe upon the liberties and privileges with 
which the constitution invests the several 
synods and presbyteries of our church. 

XII. The General Assembly shall appoint 
a stated clerk, who shall keep and preserve 
all minutes, documents and papers, commit- 
ted to his care; and carry or send by ^ ^^VC^- 
ful messenffer all the minutes and ti^x^^xa kA 



CHAF 



COMMISSIONERS TO 1 

Sec. I, THE coi 
eral Assembly shall j 
the presbytery from 
last stated meeting 
the meeting of the "g 
vided, that there be i 
tween that time a«d t 
sembly, for their cc 

their duty in due sea& 
bytery may make il 
stated meeting, not n 
preceding th^e meetin 
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iommission under the band of the moderator 
nd clerk, in the following or like form, 
"The presbytery of being met at 
m the day of doth hereby appoint 
lishops of the congregation of (or ru- 

ing elders in the congregation of as the 

;ase may be,) Qo which the presbytery may 
f they think proper, make a substitution in 
he following form — 'or incase afhis ab- 
lence, then bishop of the congregation 

)f [or ruling elder in the congregation 

)f as the case may be;] to be a com- 

nissioner in behalf of this presbytery, to the 
lext General Assembly of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, to meet at on the 

dav of A. D. or wherever and 
whenever the said Assembly may happen to 
sit; to consult, vote and determine, on all 
things that may come before that body, ac- 
cording to the principles and constitution of 
this church and the word of God. AiTd of 
his diligence herein, he is to render an ac- 
count at his return. 

Signed by order of the Presbytery. 

Moderator. 
Clerk:' 

And the presbytery shall make record of 
the appointment. 

III. The commissions shall, if possible, 
be delivered to the clerk of the Assembly, in 
proper season, that he may have the roll of 
the Assembly completed before the first ses- 
sion. Commissions, not produced ^X N)cv^ 
opening of the Assembly, shall atlexwa-x^sVie^ 



Assembly. 

IV. Each session of the i 
all other judicatories of the ( 
introduced and concluded \ 
And the whole business of 
being finished, and the vote 
dissolving the present Assem 
ator shall say from the chair, 
the authority delegated to mc 
let this General Assembly b 
I do hereby dissolve it, and 
Assembly, chosen in the s 
meet-at on the day 

After which he shall f 
thanks to God for his mere 
pronounce on those prese 
benediction. 

'*'' Tn order as far as p 
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I gDremed, it ia proper here to prescribe 
e modes in which eccleaiaalicaliulers shall 
I ordained to their respeciive ofScea. 

II. Every congregation shall elect per- 
ns lo the office of ruling elder, and to the 
See of deacon, or either of ihem, in the 
ode most approved and in use in ttiat con- 
esation.d 

III. When any person shall have been 
!ctedlo either of these offices, and shall 
ve declared his willingnesB to ancept there- 
, he shall be set apart in the foilowing man- 

IV. The ministershall propose to him, in 
B presence of the congregation, the follow- 
^ questions, viz: 

1. Do you believe the scriptures of the 
d and New Testament, to he the wojrd of 
od, the only infaUible rule of faith and prac- 
«? 

2. Do you sincerelv receive and adopt 
e confession of faith of this church, as con- 
ining the system of doctrine taught in the 
>ly scriptures? 

3. Do you approve of Ihe government and 
jcipline of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
hurch, as exercised in tliese Unired Slates? 

4. Dii you accept the office of ruling elder 
r deacon, as ihe case may be,) in this con- 
egation, and promise faithfully to endeavor 

perform all the duties thereof, as God 
jy enable you? 
After having answered these queB\.\ona vtv 
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LICENSING CANDIDATES, 



TO PREACH TI] 
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THE holy scriptures 
Irial be previously had 
be ordained to the mini 
that this sacred office m 
by being cominitled to 
iiien,aand that the chu 
opportunity to form a 
specting the talents of t] 
are to be instructed and < 
purpose presbyteries sha 
ers to preach the gospel; 
tent trial of llieir talents, 
the churches a good re 
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bnd of their being regular membcTs of some 
particular cliurch. A.nd it ia tlie duty of the 
presbytery, fiw their Batisfection, with regard 
10 the real piely of siich candidates, to ex- 
amine them respecting their experimental 
acc]U3nitance with religion, and the motives 
which influence them to desire the sacred 
office. c And iheir internal call to this im- 
portant worK;(i and it is recommended that 
the candidate be required. 10 produce, be- 
fore he be licensed, testi-mmiials of his hav- 
ing received, at least, a good English educa- 
tion, because it is highly reproachful 10 re- 
ligion, and dangerous lo the church, lo eii- 
Irust the holy ininistiy to weak and ignorant 
incn.e And in order to make triil of his 
lalenfs, lo explain and vindicate, and prac- 
tically lo enforce the doctrines of the gospel, 
tlie presbytery shall require of him,n written 
discourse on some common head of divini- 
ty from time lo time, at aueeessivc sessions 
till they shall have obtained gnlisfiiction, as 
to his piely and ^taess to leach iit the 
cl lurches. 

HI. That ftie most cfie dual measures may 
be taken to guard' against ihe admission of 
insuflieient men inio ihe sacred office, the 
presbytery is required to enjoin ii upon all 
candidates lo exercise their gifts in public ex- 
IxiTtatJon among ihc churches, and also car&- 

; Romans ii.91, in connpctlon with IbeleUet a. 
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God, the only infallibl 
practice? 

2. Do you sincerely be 
confession of faith of this 
ing the system of doctrim 
scriptures? 

3. Do you promise to s 
ty and purity of the chun 

4. Do you promise to 
the Lord, to this presbyt 
er presbytery of this chi 
of which you may be? 

V. The candidate havi 
questions in the affirmativ 
ator having offered up a 
the occasion, he shall add 
candidate, to the folio win 
name of the Lord Jesus C 
authority which he hath , 
for its edification, we dn 
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eeived testimonials in favor of of his 

good moral character; of his being in the 
communion of the church; proceeded to take 
the usual parts of trial for his licensure. — 
And he having given satisfaction, as to his 
aptness to teach; as to his experimental ac- 
quaintance with religion; as to his internal 
call to the work of the ministry; and as to 
his proficiency m divinity; the presbytery 
did, and do hei'eby express their approbation 
of all these parts of trial. And he having 
adopted the confession of faith of this church 
and satisfactorily answered the questions, 
appointed to be put to candidates to be li- 
censed, the presbytery did, and do hereby 
license him, the said to peach the gos- 
pel of Christ; as a probationer for the holy 
ministry, within the bounds of this presby- 
tery, or wherever God in his providence may 
cast his lot." 

VI. When any candidate shall, by the 
permission of his presbytery, remove with- 
out its limits, an extract of this record, ac- 
companied with a presbyterial recommenda- 
tion signed by the clerk, shall be his testimo- 
nials, to the presbytery under whose care he 
shall come. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ORDINATION OF BISHOPS OR EVANGELISTS. 

AS ordination, or setting sip^xV \.o ^^ 



licensed, or to ordain hi 
him unqualified for ordi 

III. But when any li( 
er, shall have preached 
the presbytery; and one 
congregations, shall ha^ 
ordination, then the prei 
a day for the purpose of 
principles and agreeabl 
follow, viz: 

IV. Trials for ordina 
a careful examination a 
tioner's) acquaintance 
religion — his internal c; 
his knowledge of natura 
Qgy — of ph ilosophy — of 
graphy— of English grai 
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the coRslilorion, the rules and principles ot 
the govemmcDt aod distipline of the church; . 
together with such written or extempore 
diecourae, founded on the word of God, at to 
the presbytery shall Beem proper. 

V. The presbytery being fully saliafied 
with his qualt&naLions for the sacred office; 
and the day appointed fur ordinations being 
come, and the presbytery convened, a mem- 
ber of the presbytery previously appointed 
to that duty, shall preach a sermon adapted 
to the occasion. The same or another mem- 
ber appointed to preside in this business, 
shall afterwards brieHy reelte from the pul- 
pit in the audience of the people, the pro- 
ceedings of the presbytery pieparalory'to this 
transaction; he shall point out the nature 
and importance of the ordinance; and endeav- 
or to impress the audience with a proper 
sense of the solemnity of the transaction. 

Then addressing himself to the candidate 
he shall propose to him the following ques- 
tions; viz. 

1. Do you believe the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament to be the word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice I 

2. Do you sincerely receive and ad»ptthe 
confession of faith of this church as contain- 
ing the system of doctrine taught in the holy 
scriptures? 

3. Do you approve of the governraerA mv\ 
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If 6. Do you promise to be z< 

>| ful as God may enable you 

/i the truths of the gospel, and 

j| peace of the church, whatev 

or opposition may arise unto 
count? 

7. Do you engage, throu< 
faithful in the discharge of pu 
duties as achristiai and minis 
tobe exemplary in your walk a 
before the flock of God and b 
VI. The candidate ha\ 
these questions in the affirm 
€rator, or some other appoinl 
pose, sliall require him to kn 
most convenient place, thet 
bishop shall, by prayer, and 
on the hands of the presbytei 
the apostolic example, solera 
to the holv office of the s^osi 
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whicli the minister presiding, or some other 
appointed for the purpose, shall give a sol- 
emn charge in the name of God, to the newly 
ordained bishop; and shall then by prayer, 
recommend him to the grace of God and his 
holy keeping; and finally, after singing a 
psalm or hymn,shall dismiss the congregation 
with the usual blessing. And the presbyte- 
ry shall duly record the transaction. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

A MINISTER SETTLINa, AND REMOVING. 

NO minister, either ordained or licensed, 
shall take the charge of any congregation or 
congiegations, as their stated pastor, without 
the consent of the presbytery. And when 
«uch C'^nsent is obtained, either party shall 
be liable to censure that do not perform their 
engagements, agreeably to their mutual 
agreements. And when such union does 
take place between a pastor and the people, 
it shall not be dissolved, only by mutual con- 
sent, or the consent of the presbytery— 
which consent either party shall always ob- 
tain by application, and offering sufficient 
reason why it should be. 
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itinerant plan is the best to su] 
with the word and ordinances 
new churches, it is recommenc 
byteries,to devise and adopt sue 
will be best calculated ta pior 
Each presbytery ought^if prac 
one or more missionaries cons 
ed, exclusive of short missions 
plies granted to vacant congn 
the synod may also of their o 
send missions to any part to ] 
or to supply vacancies: Pro 
that such missions be made \^ 
of the parties appointed. 
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MODERATORS. 
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body, all authority necasaary for the preaer- 
vation of onler; for convening and adjourn- 
ing the judicatory; and directing its opera- 
tions according to the rules of the ehurcli. — 
He is to propose lo thejudiuatory every sub- 
ject Jbr deliberation that comes before them. 
He may propose what appears to hiin the 
most, regular and speedy way of bringing 
any busiuees to an isaue. He shall prevent 
the members from interrupting each other; 
and require them in speaking always to ad- 
dress the chair. He shall prevent a speak- 
er from deviaiingi from the subject; and 
from using persona! rufleclions. He shall 
silence those who refuse to obey order. — 
Ho shall prevent members who attempt to 
leave the judicatory without leave obtained 
from him. He shall, at a proper season, 
when the deliberations are ended, put the 
question and call the voles. If the judica- 
tory be equally divided, he shall posses? the 
casting vote. If he be not willing to decide, 
he shall put the question a second time; and 
if the judicatory be again equally divided, 
and he decline to give his rote, the question 
shall be lost. In all questions he shall give 
a concise and clear stale of the object of ilie 
vote; and the vote being taken, shall then de- 
clare how the question is decided. And he 
shall likewise be empowered on any extra- 
ordinary emergency, to convene the judicato- 
ry, by his circular lettcr.before t!ie ordinary 
time of meeting. 
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this JUUlcaiuiy, 

continual; but tn the vacancy 
the moderator shall be the i 
them by the presbytery; or 
session to preside upon a par 
In consecrations where there 
they shall, when, present, 
side in the session. 

IV. The moderator of the 
be chosen from year to ye? 
meeting of the presbytery, a; 
may think best. The mode 
nod shall be chosen at each i 
judicatories; and the last m< 
shall open the meeting with 
shall hold the chair till a n< 
chosen. 
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same time, the moderator shall determine 
which shall spesji lirsl. Any member shall 
have a right to propose any queation relative 
to the business of the church, or to the inter- 
est of religion, and to have it put to vote; 
provided, only, that hia motion be aeconded 
by anoiher member. If any member con- 
ceive his privilege to be unjustly controlled 
by the moderator, he may appeal to the ju- 
dicatory, who shall determine the point of 
privilege by a vote, and the moderator and 
member must submit lo the sufirage of the 
judicatory. 



CHAPTER XX. 



EVERY judicatory shall chooae a clerk, 
to record their transactions, whose continu- 
ance shall be during pleasure. Ii shall be 
the duty of the clerk, besides recording the 
transactions, to preserve ihcni carefully; and 
to grant extracts from them, whenever prop- 
erly required; and snc^ extracts, under the 
hand of the clerk, ahalTbe considered as au- 
thentic vouchers of the fact which ihey de- 
clare, in any ecclesiastical judicatory, and lo 
every part of the church. 
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ceived testimonials in favor of of his 

good moral character; of his being in the 
communion of the church; proceeded to take 
the usual parts of trial for his licensure. — 
And he having given satisfaction, as to his 
aptness to teach; as to his experimental ac- 
quaintance with religion; as to his internal 
call to the work of the ministry; and as to 
his proficiency m divinity; the presbytery 
did, apddo hei'eby express their approbation 
of all these parts of trial. And he having 
adopted the confession of faith of this church 
and satisfiictorily answered the questions, 
appointed to be put to candidates to be li- 
censed, the presbytery did, and do hereby 
license him, the said to peach the gos- 
pel of Christ; as a probationer for the holy 
ministry, within the bounds of this presby- 
tery, or wherever God in his providence may 
cast his lot." 

VI. When any candidate shall, by the 
permission of his presbytery, remove with- 
out its limits, an extract of this record, ac- 
companied with a presby terial recommenda- 
tion signed by the clerk, shall be his testimo- 
nials, to the presbytery under whose care he 
shall come. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ORDINATION OF BISHOPS OR EVANGELISTS. 

AS ordination, or setting ?l\>wc\. \.c^ ^^ 
whole work of the miniatery bv vVve \\Xi^oiv- 
6* 
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dain a probationer, because 
licensed, or to ordain him ; 
him unqualified for ordmal 

III. But when any licen 
er, shall have preached to 
the presbytery; and one or 
congregations, shall have 
ordination, then the presb; 
a day for the purpose of or 
principles and agreeable 
follow, viz; . 

IV. Trials for ordmatic 
a careful examination as 
tioner's) acquaintance > 
relit'ion— his internal call 
his knowledge of natural j 
ogy— of philosophy —of a 
sraphy-of English gram 
tical history;* also as to 
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the constitution, the rules and principles of 
the government and discipline of the church; 
together with such written or extempore 
discourse, founded on the word of God, as to 
the presbytery shall seem proper. 

V. The presbytery being fully satisfied 
with his qualifications for the sacred office; 
and the day appointed for ordinations being 
come, and the presbytery convened, a mem- 
• ber of the presbytery previously appointed 
to that duty, shall preach a sermon adapted 
to the occasion. The same or another mem- 
ber appointed to preside in this business, 
shall afterwards briefly recite from the pul- 
pit in the audience of the people, the pro- 
ceedings of the presbytery preparatory "to this 
transaction; he shall point out the nature 
and importance of the ordinance; and endeav- 
or to impress the audience with a proper 
sense of the solemnity of the transaction. 

Then addressing himself to the candidate 
he shall propose to him the following ques- 
tions.* viz. 

1. Do you believe the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament to be the word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adept the 
confession of faith of this church as contain- 
ing the system of doctrine taught in the holy 
scriptures? 

3. Do you approve of live goveTwcsic^\.«cs.^ 
discipline of the CumberUud Yt^i^Ni^^^'^'^''!^^ 
Church? 
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the salvation of your fello 

6. Do you promise to b 
ful as God may enable y 
the truths of the gospel, 
peace of the church, wh; 
or opposition may arise u 
count? 

7. Do you engage, th 
faithful in the discharge o 
duties as achristiai and m 
tobe exemplary in your wj 
before the flock of God ai 

VI. The candidate 
these questions in the af 
era tor, or some other apf 
pose, shall require him U 
most convenient place, 
bishop shall, by prayer, : 
on the hands of the presl 
the apostolic example, s( 
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which the mniister presiding, or some other 
appointed for the purpose, shall give a sol- 
emn charge in the name of God, to the newly- 
ordained bishop; and shall then by prayer, 
recommend him to the grace of God and his 
holy keeping; and finally, after singing a 
psalm or hymn,shall dismiss the congregation 
with the usual blessing. And the presbyte- 
ry shall duly record the transaction. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

A MINISTER SETTLIXO, ANP REMOVING. 

NO minister, either ordained or licensed, 
shall take the charge of any congregation or 
congregations, as their stated pastor, without 
the consent of the presbytery. And when 
such consent is obtained, either party shall 
be liable to censure (hat do not perform their 
engagements, agreeably to their mutual 
agreements. And when such union does 
take place between a pastor and the people, 
it shall not be dissolved, only by mutual con- 
sent, or the consent of the presbytery— 
which consent either party shall always ob- 
tain by application, and offering sufficient 
reason whv it should be. 
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body, all authority necsssary for the preser- 
vation of order; for convening and adjourn- 
ing ihe judicatory; and directing its opera- 
lions according to the rules of the church. — 
He is to propose to the judicatory every sub- 
ject^for deliberation that comes beforie them. 
He may propose what appears to him the 
most, regular and speedy way of bringing 
any business to an issue. He shall prevent 
the members from interrupting each other; 
and require them in speaking always to ad- 
dress the chair. He shall prevent a speak- 
er from deviating:] from the subject; and 
from using personal reflections. He shall 
silence those who refuse to obey order. — 
He shall prevent members who attempt to 
leave the judicatory without leave obtained 
from him. He shall, at a proper season, 
when the deliberations are ended, put the 
question and call the votes. If the judica- 
tory be equally divided, he shall possess the 
casting vote. If he be not willing to decide, 
he shall put the question a second time; and 
if the judicatory be again equally divided, 
and he decline to give his vote, the question 
shall be lost. In all questions he shall give 
a concise and clear state of the object of the 
vote; and the vote being taken, shall then de- 
clare how the question is decided. And he 
shall likewise be empowered on any extra- 
ordinary emergency,to convene the judicato- 
ry, by his circular letter,bcfore the ordinary 
time of meeting. 

Ill, The pastor of the coT\^te^^>AOw ^"5^^ 
always be the moderAtor of xVie e\\\iLxOa ^^^- 
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same time, the moderator shall determine 
which shall speaj^ first. Any member shall 
have a right to propose any question relative 
to the business of the church, or to the inter- 
est of religion, and to have it put to vote; 
provided, only, that his motion be seconded 
by another member. If any member con- 
ceive his privilege to be unjustly controlled 
by the moderator, he may appeal to the ju- 
dicatory, who shall determine the point of 
privilege by a vote, and the moderator and 
member must submit to the suffrage of the 
judicatory. 



CHAPTER XX. 

CLERKS. 

EVERY judicatory shall choose a clerk, 
to record their transactions, whose continu- 
ance shall be during pleasure. It shall be 
the duty of the clerk, besides recording the 
transactions, to preserve them carefully; and 
to grant extracts from them, whenever prop- 
erly required; and sudj^ extracts, under the 
hand of the clerk, shall be considered as au- 
thentic vouchers of the fact which they de- 
clare, in any ecclesiastical judicatory, and to 
every part of the church'. 
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IN THE 

Judicatories of this Glinrcli. 



CHAPTER L 

"WITH regard to scandals or offences 
that may arise in our churches, we agree to 
observe the following rules of proceeding. 

1. Inasmuch as all baptized persons are 
members of the church, they are under its 
care; and when they have arrived at the 
years of discretion, they are bound to per- 
form all the duties of church members. 

2. No accusation shall be admitted as the 
foundation of a process before an ecclesiasti- 
cal judicatory, but where such offences are 
alleged, as appear, from the word of God, to 
merit the public notice and censure of 
the church. And, hi the accusation, the 
times, places, and circumstances should be 
ascertained, if possible; that the accused 
may have an opportunity to prove an alibi; 
or extenuate or alleviate his crime. 

3. Ni complaint or infot«\^<\ow, otv '^^ 
subject of peraon-dX and prWale \tv\vxV\^^, ^"^ 

be admitted; unless those meaiwa o^ x^trav\sxw 



, r' 



■ii 



j' of the church; because the 

) ' spreading of scandal hardens a 

>ft guilty, grieves the godly, and < 

^-i gion. And if any private chri 

>} dustriously spread the knowl 

;i fence, unless in prosecuting 

'ii proper judicatories of the chur 

:}t liable to censure, as an uncand 

his brother. 

4, When complaint is mad 
cognizable before any judica 
shall be done at the Brst meet 
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the witnesses to support it; an 
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to the parties concerned, at 1 
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refuses to obey the citation, he shall be cited 
a second, and third time; and if he still con- 
tinue to refuse, he shall be excluded from 
the communion of the church, for his contu- 
macy, until he repent. 

7. No crime shall be considered as estab- 
lished by a single witness, unless there be 
strong corroborating circumstances, or infer- 
ential proof. 

8. The oath, or affirmation, to be taken 
by a witness, shall be administered by the 
moderator,"*^ and shall be in the following, 
or like terms: **I solemnly promise, in the 
presence of the omniscient and heart-search- 
ing God, that I will declare the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; ac- 
cording to the best of my knowledge, in the 
matter in which 1 am called to witness, as I 
shall answer it to the great Judge of quick 
and dead." 

9. The trial shall be open, fair and im- 
partial. The witnesses shall be examined 
in the presence of the accused; or at least 
after he shall have received due citation to 
attend, and he shall be permitted to ask 
any questions tending to his own exculpa- 
tion. 

10. No witness afterwards to be examin- 
ed, shall be present during the examination 
of another witness, on the same case. 

11. The testimony given by witnesses, 

♦In vacaiit congregations, \.V\<i "^t^^x^m^^^^^^ 
of thesessioD on business, sVvaW ^^xii\«vs\«t ^^ 
oatb when a minister U not pieseiiX. 
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judicatory appealed from shall send 
lie copies of the whole process to th 
judicatories. 

13. The person found guilty shal 
monished, rebuked, or excluded 
chuFQ^h privileges, as the case sha 
to deserve; and this only till he g 
factory evidence of rcpentjince. 

14. The sentence shall be publisl 
in the church or churches which h 
oifcnded. Or, if it be a matter of? 
poftance, and it shall appear most 
cation not to publish it, it may pai 
the judicatory. 

15. Such gross offenders, as w 
reclaimed by the private or public 
tions of the church, are to be cut 
its communi>'n, aixreeably to our 
rection. Mat. xviii, 17, and the 
:.>:.. «.»tw»,^ vo^npptlncr the incostuo 
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16. All processes in cases of scandal shall 
commence, within the space of one year af- 
ter the crime shall have been eommittecl, 
unless it shall have become recently da- 
grant. 

17. When any member shall remove from 
one congregation to another, he shall pro- 
duce proper testimonials of his church-mem- 
bership, before he be admitted to cliurch-priv- 
ileges; unless the church to which he re- 
moves, has other satisfactory means of iiifor- 
matioa. 



Cn AFTER II. 

PROCESS AGAINST A BISHOP OR MINISTER. 

AS the success of the gospel, in a great 
measure, depends upon the cre<lit and good 
report of its ministers, each presbytery ought 
with the greatest attention, to watch over all 
their members; and be careful to censure 
them, when necessary, with impartiality. 

1. Process, against a gospel minister, 
shall always be entered before the presby- 
tery of which he is a member. And, in 
case it shall be found that the facts with 
which he shall be charged, happened with- 
out the bounds of his own presbytery, they 
shall send notice to the presbytery within 
whose bounds they did ha^pew, «^^ ^<ii\x^ 
that presbytery, either (if \v\l\\\\\ ^o\vseiN\\sxsX 
distance) to cite the w'llaesaea Vo i^^^^$^^^ "^"^ 
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ty of a private censurable/ault,he should warn 
him in private. Bui if he persist in it, or it 
become public he shouhl apply to some other 
bishop of the presbytery, for his advice in 
the matter. 

6. When complaint is laid before the pres* 
bytery, it must be reduced to writing; and 
notlung farther is to be done at the first mee- 
ting, unless by consent of parties, than giving 
the minister a full copy of the charges, with 
the names of the witnesses annexed thereto; 
and citing all parties, and their witnesses, to 
appear and be heard at the next meeting; 
which meeting shall not )/e sooner than ten 
days after such citation. 

6. At the next meeting of the presbytery 
the charges must be read to him, and his an- 
swers heard. If it appear necessary to pro- 
ceed further, the presbytery ought to labor 
to bring him to confession. And if he con- 
fess, and the matter be base and flagitious; 
such as drunkenness, unclcanness, or crimes 
of a higher nature, however penitent he may 
appear, to the satisfaction of all, the presbyte- 
ry must, without delay, suspend him from 
the exercise of his office, or depose him from 
the ministry; and appoint him a due time to 
confess publi(;ly before the congregation of- 
fended, and to profess hi ^repentance. 

7. The prosecutor shall be previously 
warned, that, if he fail to prove the charges, 
be must himself be censured as a «^\^wd«t^\ 
of the gospel ministry, in pto\>ox\Aoxv \q ^^ 

malignity, or rnshness that sVvaW ^^^^^^ "^"^ 

Ae prosecution. 
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13. A minister deposed for scandalous 
conduct, may not be restored, even on his 
deepest sorrow for sin; without some time 
of eminent and exemplary, humble and edi- 
fying conversation to heal the wound made 
by his scandal. 

14. As soon as a minister is deposed, his 
congregation shall be declared vacant. 



DIRECTORY 

For the tv or ship of God in the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church.^ 



CHAPTER I. 

SANCTIFICATION OF TilE LORD's DAY. 

Sec. 1. IT is the duty of every person to 
remember the Lord's Day; and to prepare for 
It, before its approach. All worldly busi- 
ness should be so ordered, and seasonably 
laid aside, as that we may not be hindered 
thereby from sanctifying the Sabbath, as the 
holy scriptures require, 

♦The scripture- warrant for what is specifi.ed 
In the Yarious articles of this ditecXcw^ ^ ^"^ '^^ 
foond at large in the Confessioxv o^¥^vXv,\\\^* 

places where the same subjects ^xe U^^\»^ '^-'^ ''^ 

doctriaal form. 
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poor, and in performing such like duties of 
piety, charity and mercy. 



CHAPTER IL 

ASSEMBLING OF THE CONGREGATION AND 
THEIR BEHAVIOR DURING DIVINE SER- 
VICE. 

Sec. 1. WHEN the time appointed for 
public worship is come, let the people enter 
the church and take their seats in a decent, 
grave, and reverend manner. 

H. In lime of public worship, let all the 
people attend with gravity and reverence; 
forbearing to read any thing, except what 
the minister is then reading or citing; abstain- 
ing from all whisperings; from salutations of 
persons present or coming in; and from ga- 
zing about, sleeping, smiling, and all other 
indecent behavior. 



CHAPTER m. 

PUBLIC READING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

Sec. I. The reading of the holy scriptures, 
in the congregation, is a part of the public 
worship of God, and ought to be performed 
by the ministers and teachers. 

H. The holy scriptures o^ \.\\e 0\^ ^^v\ 
Neiv Testaments shall be pwbWoX^ Te^^>^^^^^ 



ing regard to the time, that nei 
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other; nor the whole rendered 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SINGING OF PSALMS, HTMNS, 
li} AL SONGS. 

Sec. l.Ttisthedutyofchri 
God, by singing psalms, or h: 

in the church, as also pnvatel; 
II. In singing the praises < 
to sing with the spirit, and y 
standing also; making melod; 
unto the Lord. It is also p. 
..nltivntfi some knowledge ot 
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CHAPTER V. 

PUBLIC PRAYER. 

Sec, 1. AFTER singing a psalm, or 
hymn, il is proper that before sermon there 
should be a full and comprehensive prayer. 
Firsts Acknowledging the glory and perfec- 
tions of God,as they are made known to us in 
the works of creation; in the conduct of 
Providence; and in the clear and full revela- 
tion he hath made of himself in his written 
word. Second, giving thanks to him for 
all his mercies of every kind; general and 
particular, spiritual and temporal, common 
and special; above all for Christ Jesus« his 
unspeakable gift, and the hope of eternal 
life through him. Tliird, Making humble 
confession of sin, both original and actual- 
acknowledging, and endeavoring to impress 
the mind of every worshipper with a deep 
sense of the evil of all sin, as such; as being 
a departure from the living God; and also 
takiltg a particular and affecting view of the 
various fruits which proceed from this root 
of bitterness — as sins againstGod, our neigh- 
bor, and ourselves; sins in thought, in word 
and in deed; sins secret and presumptuous; 
sins accidental and habitual. Also the ag- 
gravations of sin; arising from kivovi\&d%^ <^\ 
the meane of it; from dislmgu\s\vvc\^Tsv«^^^fc'^^ 
from valuable piivileges; ftotn V>xe^^ ^ 
rows, &c. Fourth^ Mating e^Twa^. ^vx^Y^ 
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prayers, to the circumstanced that 
)ccasion for them. 

It is easy to perceive, that in all the 
iing directions there is a very great 
iss and variety; and it is committed to 
dgment and tidelity of the officiating 
' to insist chiefly on such parts, or to 
A. more or less of the several parts,as he 
)e^ led to by the aspect of providence; 
articular state of the congregation in 

he officiates; or the exercise of his 
leart at the time. But we think itne- 
y to observe, that although wo do not 
ve, as is well known, of confining min- 
to set, or fixed forms of prayerfor pub- 
irship; yet it is the indispensable duty 
!ry minister, previously to his entering 
1 office, to prepare and qualify himself 
is part of his duty, as well as for preach- 
He ought, by a thorough acquaintance 
he holy scriptures; by reading the best 
•son the subject; by meditation; and by 
of communion with God in secret; to 
vor to acquire both the spirit and the 
' prayer. Not only so, but when he is 
er on particular acts of worship, he 
i endeavor to compose his spirit, and 
est his thonghts. for prayer, that it may 
rformed with dignity and propriety, ad 
IS to the profit of those who join in it; 
lat he may not disgrace that important 
e by irregular, or extravagant efTu- 
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level to the understanding of tlie meanest of 
their hearers; carefully avoiding ostentation, 
either of parts or learning. They ought al- 
so to adorn, by their lives, the doctrine which 
they teach; and to be examples for believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
ia faith, in purity. 

IV. As one primary design of public or- 
^di Dances, is to pay social acts of homage to 

the most high God. ministers ought to be 
careful, not to make their sermons so long as 
to interfere with, or exclude the more impor- 
tant duties of prayer and praise: but preserve 
a just portion between the several parts of 
public worship, 

V. The sermon being ended, the minister 
is to pray, and return thanks to almighty 
God, then let a psalm or hymn be sung; a 
collection* raised for the poor, or other pur- 
poses of the church, and the Assembly dis- 
missed with the apostolic benediction. 

*^— "— " ^"^* 

*The session must judge^w hen it is expedient 
to make collections. ^ 



CHAPTER VII. 

ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM. 

Sec I. BAPTISM is not to be unneces- 
sarily del lyed: nor to be administered^ in 
any case, by any private person, but by a 
minister of (/hrist, called tobe U\e «V^v«^t^^^ 
the wyateriea of God. 



presented, hy one u* ^ 

signifying their desire that the c 
baptized. 

IV. Before baptism, let the 
some words of instruction, respc 
stitution, nature, use and ends c 
nance: Shewing, 

** That it is instituted by Chr 
*^ a seal of thxj righteousness < 
'• the seed of the faithful have n 
** to this ordinance, under the 
•* tlio seed of Abraham to circi 
•' der the Ohl Testament; that 
" manded all nations to be baj 
" blessed little children, dec! 
•* sucli is the kinjrdom of hea 
** are, by nature, sinful, guilty 
" and have need of cleansing 1 
** Christ, and by tlie sanctify 
'' of tlie Spirit of God." 

'"' - --: .c:tor is also to exh 
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" adopted by the church, for iheir direction 
" and assistance in the discharge of this im- 
** portant duty; that they pray with and for 
" it; that they set an example of piety and 
" godliness before it; and endeavor by all 
** means of God's appointment, to bring up 
" their child in the nurture and admonition 
" of the Lord." 

Sec. 5. Then the minister is to pray for 
a blessing to attend this ordinance; after 
' which, calling the child by its name, he 
shall say, 

*'I baptise thee, in the name, of the Fath- 
er, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." 

As he pronounces these words he is to 
baptise the child with water; by pouring or 
sprinkling it on the face of the child, with- 
out adding any. other ceremony; and the 
whole shall be concluded with prayer. 

Although it is proper, that baptism be ad- 
ministered in the presence of the congrega- 
tion; yet there may be cases, when it will 
be expedient to administer this ordinance in 
private houses; of which the minister is to 
be the judge. 

CHAPTER Vni. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD's SUPPER. 

Sec. 1. The communion, or supper of 
the Lord, is to be celebrated ftec^w'fe^^'^N \isiN. 
how often may be determined )o7 >Xv^ mvKv^- 
terand eldership of each cotv^eojaXxoxN. ^ 
ihejr may judge most for ed\^ca\:\oTv. 
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IV. When the seni 
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as being instructed in the gospel doctrine, 
have a competent knowledge to discern the 
Lord^s body; and such as are determined to 
lead a holy and godly life. 

V. The table on which the elements 
are placed, being decently covered, the bread 
in convenient dishes, and the wine in cups, 
and the communicants orderly and gravely 
sittinof around the table (or in the seats be* 
fore it) in the presence of the minister: let 
him set the elements apart, by prayer and 
thanksgiving. 

The bread and wine being thus set apart 
by prayer and thanksgiving, the minister is 
to take the bread, and break it, in the view 
of the people, saying in expressions of 
this sort 

"Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same 
** night in which he was betrayed, having 
*• taken bread, and blessed and brake it, 
•* gave it to his disciples, as I, ministering 
•• in his name, give this bread unto you; 
** saying (here the bread is to be distributed) 
*• take, eat; this is my body which is bro- 
*« ken for you : this do in remembrance of 
*• me." 

After having given the bread, he shall 
take the cup and say, 

** After the same manner our Savior also took 
** the cup; and, having given thanks, as 
** hath been done in his name, he gave it 
•• to his disciples saying, (n«Vv\\^ >J[v^ \cw\\v\%- 
** ier is repeating these words Vo.\ \v\w\ %v«^ 
* the cup) "This cup \8 \.\\e ti^Nf \si sX^xs^«^ 



The minister may, ia a lew v 
communicants in mind, 

**0f the grace of God, in J 
*' held forth in this sacrament; 
"'obligation to be the Lord's; 
" hort them, to walk worthy 
** tion wherewith they are ca 
" they have professedly rec 
♦* Jesus the Lord, that they be 
" walk in him; and to maintain ^ 

It may not be improper for 
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who have been only spectator 
them, 

♦*0f their duty; stating their 
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" in neglecting this holy ordin; 
*' ling upon them to be earnes 
" preparation for attending up 
♦* next time of its celebration.'' 
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" have received Christ Jesus their Lord, so 
'* to walk in him; that they may hold fast 
** that which they received, that no man take 
•* their crowns; that their conversation may 
** be as becometli the gospel; that they may 
•• bear about with them, continually, the 
•* dying of the Lord Jesus; that the life also 
•* of Jesus may be manifest in their mortal 
*-* body; that their light may so shine before 
•* men, that others, see ng their good works 
" may glorify their Father who is in Hea- 
" ven." 

The collection for the poor and to defray 
the expense of the elements, may be made 
after this; or jat such other time as may seem 
meet to the eldership. 

Now let a psalm or hymn be sung, and 
the congregation dismissed with the follow- 
ing or some otiier gospe! benediction — 

"Now the God of peace that brought a- 
«* gain from the dead our Lord Jesus 
•' that great shepherd of the sheep, through 
•* the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
•« make you perfect in every good work to do 
** his will, working in you that which is 
" well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
** Christ; to whom be glory forever and ev- 
** er — Amen,''^ 

VI. As it has been customary, to 
observe a fast before the Lord's supper; to 
have seimon on Friday, Saturday and Mon- 
day; and to invite two or Xhte^ \tC\vi\^\fcTai^ 
on such occasions; and as \\\eae ^^^'swv^ 
ha ve been blessed to many sovAs, ^axv^ vkvvj 
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Sec. I. Children, be 

of the visible church, ar 

in baptism, are under t 

church; and are to be tai 

peat the catechism, and 

They are to be taught to 

to fear God, and to ob( 

Christ. And when the 

discretion, if they be free 

pear sober and steady, ar 

knowledge to discern i 

they ought to be informe 

and their privilege, to cc 
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111. Those wno are to be admited 
to sealing-ordinances, shall be examined, as 
to their knowledge, piety and faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

IV. When unbaptised persons ap- 
ply for admission into the ehurch, they shall 
after giving satisfaction with respect to their 
knowledge and piety, or experimental reli- 
gion, thereupon be baptized. 



CHAPTER X. 

MODE OF INFLICTING CHURCH CENSURES. 

Sec. I. 'I'he power which Christ hath 
given the rulers of his church, is for edifica- 
tion, and not for destruction. As in the prea- 
ching of the word, the wicked are doctrin- 
ally, separated from the good; so, by discip- 
line the church authoritatively makes a dis- 
tinction between the holy and the profane. — 
In this she acts the part of a tender motner, 
cotrecting her children only for iheir good; 
that every one of them may be presented 
faultless in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

II. When any member of the 
church shall have been guilty of a fault, de- 
serving censure, the judicatory shall proceed 
with all tenderness, and restore their offend- 
ng brother in the spirit of me^kw^^^N ^w\- 
siderin^ themselves, lesil\\ey ?\so\i^ \ax«v^^- 
ed Censure ought to be \TvW\c\a^ ^V\\ 
ffreat solenmitvi that it maiv be^^^^^^^"* ^^ 
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III." When the ji 
solved to pass sentence, s 
ber from church privileg 
£hall address him, to the 

** Whereas your are gui 
** confession, or convicted 
" as the case may be] ol 
*' mention the particular o 
** you suspended from the 
" church; till you give sa 
*' of the sincerity of your 

To this shall be added s 
nition, or rebuke, as may 1 
ry; and the whole shall b 
prayer to Almighty God, t 
low this act of discipline \ 
We judge it prudent, in g 
cen^ires be inflicted in tli 
judicatory only; but if an 
expedient to rebuke the 
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dispensing of ihe Lord's aupper, that, tfae 
prayers of the churcli be offered up for those 
unhappy persons who by ih ir wickedoeBS 
have shut iheniBelveaouifrom this holy com- 
munion. 

V. When the judicatory shall be 
satisfied, as to the reality of the repentance 
of any offender, he shall be admitted to pro- 
fess his repentance; and be restored to the 
privileges of the church. Which restora- 
tion shall lie declared to the penitent in ihe 
presence of the session, or of the congrega- 
tion, and followed with prayer and tlianka- 
giving. 

VI. Whfin any offender has been 
with the advice of the Presbytery, (as di- 
rected in the form of government, im.) ad- 
judged to be cut off from the communion nf 
tlie church, it is proper that the sentence be 
publicly pronounced against him. 

VII. The design of es communication 
is, to operate upon the offender as a means 
of reclaiming him; to deliver the church 
from the scandal of tlie offence; and to in- 
spire all with fear by the example of his 
punishment. 

The minister shall, at least two Lord's 
days before the excommunication, give the 
congregation a short narrative of the several 
steps which have been taken with respect to 
their offending brother; and inform them, 
that it has been foimd neceasavy \o t>i\ \\v^q. 
off from i/ietr communion. 

Oa the day appointed C.ir \W^. V'*^^*^^^ 
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plain the nature, use, : 
this censure, warning tl 
unnecessary intercours 
cast out. 

Then he shall say, 

*' Whereas, A. B; ha 

•* proof convicted of [I 

♦* and after much adm 

*♦ obstinately refuseth 

♦* and hath manifested 

** pentance; therefore, i 

" the authority of the ] 

* pronounce him to be 

** communion of the ch 

After which prayer s 

blessing of God may f 

for the conviction and n 

communicated person, ; 

raent of all true believe 

VIII. When one ^ 
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the measures which have been taken with 
the excommunicated person, and of the res- 
olution of the session to receive him again 
to the communion of the church. 

On the day appointed for his restoration, 
"when the other parts of divine service are 
ended, before pronouncing the blessing, the 
minister shall call upon the excommunicated 
persoi), and propose to him, in the presence 
of the congregation,* the following ques- 
tions : 

"Do you, from a deep sense of your wick- 
•• edness, freely confess your sin, in thusre- 
** belling against God and refusing to hear 
*• his church; and do you acknowledge that 
** you have been in justice and mercy cutoflf 
" from the communion of the saints? Arts* 
** wer^ I do. Do you now voluntarily pro- 
•* fess your sincere repentance and deep con- 
** trition, for your sin and obstinacy; and do 
** you humbly ask the forgiveness of God 
** and_of this church? Answer, I do.— 
" Do you sincerely promise, through divine 
*' grace to live in all humbleness of mind 
" and circumspection; and to endeavor to a- 
'* dorn the doctrine of God our Savior, by 
*• having your conversation as becometh the 
" gospel? Answer, I do." 

Here the minister shall give the penitent a 



*If it appear most expedient to the session to 
receive the confession of the e"x.covtvxcvw\vvi'?Ova^ 
in t/?eyuc//catory alone, and lV\eu Vv^iv?'. VVv^Nx'^'^'^" 

action published to the congTega\l\oT\, >Xvel ^a\'a>'^ 

do so, '^ 



" from the comtnunio 
" have now manifeBlc 
" satisfies tlie chun-h; 
"Lord Jesus Christ,! 
J' declare you absokei 
" escommunicaiion fo 
" gainst you; and I (It 
"Sommumonorihe ■ 
" be partaker of all th> 
" Jeaus, lo your elerni 
The whole shall he 
er, and the people disi 
blessing. 
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ptzjers made, when they enter into this re- 
lation. 

III. Marriage is to be between one man 
and one woman only; and they are not to be 
within the degrees of consanguinity or affini- 
ty prohibited by the word of God. 

IV. The parties ought to be of such years 
of discretion as to be capable of making their 
own choice; and if they be under age, or live 
with their parents, the consent of the parents 
or others under whose care they are, ought 
to be previously obtained, and well certified 
to the minister, before he proceeds to solem*- 
nize the marriage. 

V* Parents ought neither to compel their 
children to marry contrary to their own in- 
clination?, nor deny their consent without 
just and important reasons. 

VI. Marriage is of a public nature. The 
welfare ofci/il society, the happiness of fam- 
iles, and the credit of religion, are deeply 
interested in it. Therefore the purpose of 
marriage ought to be sufficiently published a 
proper time, previously to the solemnization 
of it. It ifl enjoined on all ministers 
to be careful that, in this matter, they 
neither transgress the laws of God, 
nor the laws of the community: And 
that they may not destroy the peace and 
comfort of families, they must^be properly 
certified with respect to the parties applying 
to them, that no objections Ue ^g;a\T^^\.^^\t 
marriao'e, 

VIL Marriage must always >oe ^«^^otccw-^ 
ed before a com Detent nunibeT ol vaVoci^^^'^^"'* 
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selves for marriage, the m 
jj ■■ if ihere is any person pre 

* any lawful reason why th 

not be joined together in t 
tion, that they will now m 
ever after hold tlieir peac( 
being made. 

The minister shall thei 
them some instruction, fro 
respecting the institutioB, 
state, shewing — 

*» Tliat God hath institu 
j \ •' the comfort and happir 

•* in declaring a man shall 
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" and that marriage is hor 
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" this relation; such as a 
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" live togctlicr as the heirs of the grace of 
" life." 

Then the minister shall cause the bride- 
groom and bride to join their hands, and 
shall pronounce the marriage covenant, first 
to the man, in these words; 

'* Yon, take this woman, whom yon hold 
•* by the hand, to be your lawful and married 
•• wife; and you promise, and covenant, in 
•' the presence of God and these witnesses, 
" that you will be unto her a loving and 
'* faithful husband, until you shall be sepa- 
•* rated by death." 

The bridegroom shall express his consent 
by saying "Yes, I do." 

Then the minister shall address himself 
to the woman in these words: 

**You, take tliis man, whom you hold by 
" the hand, to be your lawful and married 
" husband; and you promise and covenant, 
•• in the presence of God, and these wit- 
" nesses, that you will be unto him aloving, 
" faithful and obedient* wife, until you shall 
" be separated by death-" 

The bride shall express her consent, by 
saying, "Yes, I do." 

Then the minister is to say: 

"1 pronounce you husband and wife, ac- 
" cording to the ordinance of God; whom 
•' therefore God hath joined together, let not 
" man put asunder." 

After this the minister may exhort them. 

*Tb0 obligation to obedience^ otA.^ «xXe^^^^^ 
eommandalawfalyznd Tea80iia\Ae. 
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CHAPTER X 



VISITATION OF THE 



Sec. I. WHEN persons 

their duty, before their strer 
%, standing fail them; to send 

'■'J\ ter, and to make known to 

dence, their spiritual state; c 
; 1 on the concerns of their prec 

it his duty to visit them, 
[ .' . and to apply himself, with i 

love, to administer spiritual 
i .; mortal souls. 

^^ II. He shall instruct the 
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tion, neither despising liis chastening hand, 
nor lainling under his rebukes. 

III. If the minister finds the sick person 
lobe grossly ignorant, he shall instruct him 
injthe nature of repentance and faith, and the 
way of acceptance with God, through the 
mediation and atonement of Jesus Christ. 

IV. He shall exhort the sick to examine 
himself; to search his heart, and try his for- 
mer ways, by the word of God; and shall as- 
sist him, by mentioning some of the obvious 
marks and evidences ot sincere piety. 

V. If the sick shall signify any scruple, 
doubt, or temptation, under which belabors, 
the minister must endeavor to resolve his 
doubts, and administer instruction and direc- 
tion, as the case may seem to require, 

VI. If the sick appear to be a stupid, 
thoughtless and hardened sinner; he shall 
endeavor to awaken his mind; to arouse his 
conscience; to convince him of the evil and 
danger of sin; of the curse of tjie law, and 
wrath of God due to sinners; to bring him to 
an humble and penitential sense of his ini- 
qoities; and to state before him the fullness 
of the grace and mercy of God, in and through 
the glorious Redeemer; the absolute necessi- 
ty of faith and repentance, in order to his 
being interested in the favor of God, or his 
obtaining everlasting happiness. 

VII. If the sick person shall appear to 
have knowledge, to be of a tender couscleive^ 
and to have been endej^vofmg \.o aexN^ ^^\ 

in uprigbtaesSf though t\oI viXvVvowV. tcvw^ 
failings and sinful infirmiufed-, ot '\^\vv^ ^^^^"^ 
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of Christ, and the supporiing pru 
gospel. 

VIIL The minister must c 
guard the sick person against 
persuasions of the mercy of Go 
vital union to Christ; and agains 
ble fears of death and despondin; 
ments; against presumption uj 
goodness and merit, upon the o: 
against dispair of the mercy and 
in Christ Jesus, on the other. 

IX. In one word, it is the m 
to administer to the sick persor 
conviction, support, consolatio 
agement, as his case may seem 

At a proper time, when he i 
posed, the minister shall pray ^ 
for him. 

X. Lastly, the minister may 
present occasion to exhort th 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 

Sec, 1. WHEN any pei-son departs this 
ife, let the corpse by taken care of in a de- 
3ent manner; and be kept a proper and 
jufficient time before interment 

II. When the season for the funeral comes, 
et the dead body be decently attended to the 
Trave, and interred. During such solemn 
DCcasions, let all who attend conduct them- 
selves with becoming gravity; and apply 
Jiemselvcs to serious meditation or discourse, 
ind the minister, if present, may exhort them 
to consider the frailty of life; and the impor- 
ance of being prepared for death and eternity. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

FASTING, AND OBSERVATION OF THE DAYS 
OF THANKSGIVING. 

Sec. I. THERE is no day under the gos- 
pel commanded to be kept holy, except the 
Lord's day, which is the Christian Sabbath. 

II. Nevertheless to observe days of fast- 
ing and Thanksgiving, as the exlT^wdvasa^ 
dispensation of divine providetvc^tcivj ^vt^^V 
re judge both scriptural aM T^>!voxk'^ 
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our church. 

IV. It must be left to 
discretion of every christia 
termine, when it is prope 
vate fast or thanksgiving; 
session to determine for p 
tions; and to the presbyte 
determine for larger distr 
deemed expedient that a fa 
should be general, the call 
judged of by the synod, 
the civil power should thii 
point a fast or thanksgiving 
the ministers and people c 
as we live under a christi, 
pay all due respect to the 

V. Public notice is to b 
ent time before the day of 
giving comes, that persons 
temooral affairs, that thev 
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more than usual portion of time in solemn 
prayer, particular confession of sin, especially 
the sins of the day and place, with theirjaggra- 
vations, which have brought down the judg- 
ments of heaven. And let the whole day be 
spent in deep humiliation and mourning be- 
fore God. 

VIII. On days of thanksgiving he is to 
give the like information respecting the au- 
thority and providence which call to the ob- 
servance of them; and to spend a more than 
usual part of the time in the giving of thanks 
agreeably to the occasion, and in singing 
psalms or hymns of praise. 

It is the duty of people on these days to 
rejoice with holy gladness of heart; but let 
trembling be so joined with our mirth that 
no excess or unbecoming levity be indulged. 



CHAPTER XV. 

DIRECTORY FOR SECRET AND FAMILY WORSHIP. 

I. Besides the public worship in congre- 
gations, it is the indispensable duty of each 
person alone in secret; and every family by 
itself in private, to pray to and worship God. 

II. Secret worship is most plainly enjoin- 
ed by our Lord. In dh'is duty every one, 
apart by himself is to spend some time la 
prayer, reading the scnptute^^ Vc\>j \s\fc^>N:^- 
don, and serious self-exam\tv^.>AOT\* ^Ve.^"?^- 

ny advantages arising from ^ coTL^^^ft•^'^^'^'^^ 
8* 
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GENERAL RULES 

FOR 

JUDICATORIES. 



The moderator shall take the chair precisely 
at the hour to which the judicatory stands adjour- 
nedfShall immediately call the members to order, 
and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall open 
the session with prayer. 

2. If a quorum be assembled at the hour ap- 
pointed, and the moderator be absent, the last 
moderator present shall be requested to take his 
place without delay. 

3. If a quorum be not assembled at the hour 
appointed, any two members shall be compe- 
tent to adjourn from time to time, that an op- 
portunity maybe given for a quorum toatsemble. 

4. After calling the roll, and marking the ab- 
sentees, the minutes of the last sitting shall be 
read, and if requisite, corrected. 

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator, at 
all times to preserve order, and to endeavor to 
conduct all business before the judicatory to 
a speedy and proper result. 

6. It shall be the duty of the clerk, as seen 
as possible after the commencement oif the ses- 
sions of every judicatory, to form a complete 
roll of the members present, and pat the same 
into the hands of the modeiatot. KxA \\. ^-^ 
Mlsobe the dutjof the cleTk, N9\v«'n«^«i "vcc^ ^^7 
ditiotml members take lhe\t aeaX%^ No "^^^ ^^^^ 

oamee in Iheir proper places^ \o intake vaX^^^^* 
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days, and to call them up at t 

9. The moderator may spe 
' der, in pr<»feFen«« to oihet top 

his spat for thnt purpcisp; and 
' < tions of ordpr, 8ui>jectto an n 

alory by any two nieinhprs. 

10. Business h ft nnfinishf 
is ordinarily lobe taken up fi: 

tl. A motion m^de must I: 
teswards repented by the nn 
Loud, before ills debatrd; an( 
be rediiced to writing, if thi 
member require it. 

J ■ j 12. Any member who shf 

tion, shaU have l:berty to \vi 
consent of his 6econd, hei'o 
taken pVacc (hereon; but not 
the leave of the judicatoiy» 
1 13. On (questions of order 

ponement, commiiment, or ll 
no member sb.iU speak mon 
other q^uestions, each membt 
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parts, any two members may have it divided, 
and a question taken on each part. 

17« The previdus question shall be in this 
form— "shall the main quest inn be now pull" — 
And until it is decided, s!)all preclude nil a- 
mendrnent, and further debate on the main qaei- 
tion. 

18. If the previous question be decided in the 
affirmative, the debaie i n th** main qiie:«!ion may 
proceed; if in the negative, l\w. eficct shall be to 
arrest the discussion, and to produce an indefinite 
posfponement. 

19. A question shall not he aornin called up, 
or reconsidered at the sati.o sessirms of the judi- 
catory at which it has been d-cided, unless by 
the onsent of two thirds of the members who 
were present at the decision; and, uiless the mo- 
tion to reconsider be made and seconded by 
persons who voted with the majority. 

20. A subject which has been indefinitely 
postponed,' either by the operation of the previ- 
ous ques'ion, or by a dirr'ct motion for indefinite 
postponement, shiU not be anraid callad up du- 
ring the same sessions of the judicatory, unless 
by the consent of three fourths of the members 
vrho were present at the decision. 

21. Every member, when speaking-, shall ad- 
dress himself to the moderator, and shall treat 
his fellow members, and especially the modera- 
tor, with decorum and respect. 

32. Without express prtrmis?ion, no member 
of a judicatory, wiiile business is going on, 
shall engage in private conver-^ation: nor shall 
members address one another, nor any person 
present, but through the moderat r. 

23. N o spe .ker sirall be iu\^.ttvik^\^^% \\A«?^'^\\^ 
ho oat of order, or for the \mT^QS© o^ ^i^x^^^'Cvw^ 
mistakes or misrepresenVaUnTvs. 
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order. 

25. No member, in the c( 
shall be allowed to indulj^e ii 
tions. 

26. If more than one meml 
at the same time, the member 
tant from the moderator's cbai; 

27. When more than thret 
judicatory shall be standing f 
the moderator shall require all 
the person only excepted who 

28. if any member act, in 
disorderly manner, it shall b( 
any member, and the duty of 
call him to order. 

29. If any member consid< 
grieved by a decision of the m 
be his privilege to appeal to th 
the question on such appeal sh 
out debate. 

30. Members ought not, wii 
sons, to decline voting, as th 
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tee, and, incase of his absence, or inability to 
act, the second named member shall take his 
place, and perform his duties. 

33. When various motions are made \i^lth res- 
pect to the filling of blanks with particular num- 
bers or times, the question shall always be first 
taken on the highest number and the Ion gest 
time. 

34. When the moderator has commenced ta- 
king the vote, no further debate or remark shall 
be admitted, unless there has evidently been a 
mistake; in which '^ase the mistake shall be rec- 
tified, and the moderator shall re-commence tak- 
ing the vote. 

35. When a vote is taken by ballot in any 
jiidicatory, the moderator shall vote with the 
other members; but he shall not vote in any oth- 
er case, unless the judicatory be equally divided; 
ivhen, if he do not choose to vote, the question 
shall be lost. 

36. The yeas and nays on any question shall 
not be recorded, unless it be required by one 
third of the members present. 

37. All judicatories have a right to sit in pri- 
vate, on business which, in their judsfment, 
ought not to be matter of public speculation. 

38. Besides the right to sit judicially in pri- 
vate, whenever they think it right to do so, all 
judicatories have a right to hold what are com- 
n)only called "interlocutory meetings,'' or a 
Bort of committees of the whole judicatory, in 
which members may freely converse together 
without the formalities, which are usually ne- 
cessary injudicial proceedings. 

39. Wheneverajudicatory is abouttosit in a 
Judicial capacity, it shall be xVv© ^wVj ^K. ^^ 
moderator, solemnly to at\t\oww<i^ ^to\sw ^'^ 

chair, that the body is aboul to iq^l^bVo >^^^ co^- 
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pointed, (provided the number 
sufTicientto admit of it without 
who shall be called the Judicia 
whose duty it shnll be, to diges 
tiie papers, and to prescribe ur 
of the judicatory, the whrle o 
cecdinjxs. The members of thi 
be entitled njtwithstandin)? the 
this duty, to sit and vote in th( 
bers of the judicatory. 

-11. But in cases of procoss < 
ffp.nr.ral rumour^ where there is • 
ticular accuser, there may be 
pointed, (if convenient) who g 
Committee uf Proseeution, and v 
the wiiole cause on the part of 
The members of this commit 
permitted to sit in jud<rment in 

4*2. No member shall retire 1 
lory, without the leave of th 
withdraw from it to return ho.iic 
cent of the judiciatory. 
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